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BRITISH WEST INDIES.—TOBAGO. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER W. EBERMAN. 


* Montgomery, July 20th, 1830. 

“Dear Brotruer,—Since the date of my last letter, we have had 
to part with our dear fellow-laborers, Brother Ricksecker and his 
wife, of whose appointment to assist in the service of the Jamaica 
Mission, you are already informed. On the Ist of July they em- 
barked, with their two children, on board a schooner, bound for 
Barbadoes, and we hope the next mail will bring us intelligence of 
their safe arrival in that Island. For the present, we must endea- 
vor to carry on the Missionary work in this neighborhood with- 
out assistance, and trust that the Lorp will strengthen us for the 
performance of our various duties; yet we shall be thankful to hear 
that a successor to Brother Ricksecker is on his way to us. 

“TI now proceed to give you some details of the state of this 
Mission. During the Passion season, we had every evening a large 
assembly of attentive hearers at our meetings, and on Good Fri- 
day, although the negroes had to labor on that day, our chapel 
was filled with people, to whom we could preach the powerful 
word of the Cross. On Easter Sunday, we for the first time prayed 
the Easter Litany, on the spot we have selected for our future 
burial-ground; the negroes, of whom a large number had assem- 
bled, were dressed in white clothes, and conducted themselves very 
decently, so that we could easily form them into rows, according 
to the custom prevailing at our other Missionary stations. Soon 
after, the people having collected about our chapel in such num- 
bers as I have not seen exceeded at any of our Missionary stations 
in the West Indies, we commenced the solemnities of the day. 
First, a meeting was held with the children, of whom about 120 


from different estates were present; this was followed by the public 
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service. As the chapel will not contain more than 300 persons, 
we had to preach two sermons in succession, besides a third in the 
open air. We afterwards read to a crowded and attentive audi- 
tory the history of our Lorp’s glorious resurrection; and as more 
persons continued to arrive, we delivered two other discourses be- 
fore the close of the day. We rejoiced greatly to have such an 
opportunity afforded us, of preaching to many hundreds of souls, 
the Gospel of our once crucified, but now exalted Saviour; and it 
was our fervent prayer, that the preaching of the cross might make 
a lasting impression on those who heard it, and that many hearts 
might be opened by the Spirit of God to understand the testimony 
of scripture concerning the sufferings of Curist, and the glory that 
should follow. Although the concourse of people was so great, 
the behaviour of all was such, as would have done credit to an 
assembly of professing Christians in more civilized countries. 
During the past year, we have endeavored to form the negroes 
belonging,to the estates Indian Walk and Whim, who appear atten- 
tive to the concerns of their souls, into separate classes, that they 
might receive suitable instruction previous to their admission with- 
in the pale of the Christian Church by holy baptism. At the same 
time, we have had frequent meetings with the baptized parents, in 
reference to their duty towards those children whom they had re- 
quested us to baptize. In consequence of these arrangements, the 
first adult baptism took place last week at Indian Walk; the can- 
didate, a very promising young man, received the name of Henry. 
At the same time 21 children of parents, whom we had previously 
acknowledged candidates for reception into the congregation, were 
baptized into the death of Jesus. Mr. Hope, the manager, kindly 
permitted the negroes to assemble on the afternoon of that day, 
after attending a preparatory discourse on the preceding evening. 
The number present was very large, and the demeanor of all, very 
devout and becoming. I was particularly pleased with the beha- 
viour of the children who were baptized, some of whom were 
about two years old, and was encouraged to believe, that our Sa- 
viour would cause a special blessing to attend a transaction, per- 
formed in obedience to His command, to “ suffer the little children 
to come unto Him, and to forbid them not.” On the same estate, 
(Indian Walk,) and also at the Whim, we have a considerable 
number of candidates for baptism, of whom we have good hopes. 
On these properties, and likewise at Runnymede, where we com- 
menced preaching to the negroes about a year ago, the services are 
very well attended. Our little flock now consists of 30 individuals, 
of whom one is a communicant; four are to be confirmed previous 
to the next enjoyment of the Lord’s Supper, and ten are candi- 
dates for this privilege. That our gracious Lorp may continue to 
bless our feeble endeavors, convincing many of those, who hear 
His word, of their sinful state, and leading them by His Spirit to 
seek salvation where alone it is to be found, is our daily and fervent 
prayer. May He also command His blessing to rest on the be- 
nevolent exertions of our dear English friends, for the maintenance 
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FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES. Sl 
of this Mission, and vouchsafe to us all abundant evidence, that 
they are not in vain in the Lorp. 

“ By the first opportunity, we shall be thankful to receive a hun- 
dred spelling books, and about twice as many primers, for the use 
of our schools, which continue to be held on the five estates, to 
which we have access, as regularly as our present circumstances 
will permit. 

“‘ With affectionate salutations to the members of your Society, 
believe me, &c. W. Exserman.” 


BARBADOES. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER J. TAYLOR. 


** Sharon, June 28th, 1830. 

* Dear BrotHer,—On the 23d ult. we had the pleasure to wel- 
come our dear Brother and Sister Zippel and their infant son at 
Sharon, after a tolerably quick passage from Antigua. They re- 
mained two nights with us, and then proceeded to Mount Tabor, 
as successors to Brother and Sister Seitz, who embarked for St. 
Kitt’s, pursuant to their appointment, on the 5th of the month. 
Brother Zippel brought us the unexpected and affecting news of 
our valued Brother Johansen’s departure. This dispensation of 
our Lorp, so trying to the Mission in Antigua, affords to us another 
evidence, “ That His ways are not as our ways,” at the same time, 
that it reminds us of His own solemn warning, “‘ Be ye also ready, 
for in such an hour as ye think not, your Lord doth come.” May 
the Lorp of the harvest raise up faithful laborers, to supply the 

lace of those whom He calls into His rest. The work is His, and 
He knows how and where to find instruments to carry it on. He 
still can say, as He did in the days of His flesh to fishermen and 
tax-gatherers: “ Arise, follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 

“The Mission in this Island continues to experience the bless- 
ing and protection of the Lorp. Last prayer-day, (the 27th ult.) 
the Sacrament of holy baptism was administered to 10 adults; on 
this occasion, the chapel was crowded with attentive hearers, 
among whom we observed many strange negroes. All seemed 
much impressed. Eight persons were added to the class of can- 
didates for baptism, and one woman, baptized as a child by the late 
Brother Ganson, in 1806, was received a member of our congrega- 
tion. At our last communion, on the 13th ult., 141 persons were 
present, nine of whom were confirmed and partook of this sacred 
repast for the first time. Yesterday, at Mount Tabor, one man 
was baptized by Brother Zippel, and a woman received into the 
congregation: two persons were added to the class of candidates 
for baptism. These are truly days of blessing to us and our 
people. 


* July 2th. 
_ “Tam concerned to have to inform you of the serious indispo- 
sition of Sister Klose. Her medical attendants give it as their 
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opinion, that if she does not get better during her visit at Mount 
Tabor, whither she went on the 22d instant, for change of air, no 
hope of her recovery will remain, but by her spending the winter 
in a colder climate. We pray the Lorp earnestly to restore her, 
and to avert such a necessity. 

“Here at Sharon we go on much as usual. The evening be- 
fore last, a negro sister, lately baptized, came to me, bringing six 
others from the same estate, who requested to have their names 
put down in our books; they are all Heathen. They have been 
several times to church, and were present at the baptism of the 
said sister; now they say, they wish to give up their Heathenish 
ways, and to seek the Lorp with all their heart. Twelve children 
have lately come to school from the same estate, which is only 
half a mile from Sharon. 

s “« September 28th. 

“In my last, I mentioned the severe illness of Sister Klose, and 
the faint hope which was entertained of her restoration, whilst ex- 
posed to the influence of a tropical climate. Since that time, I 
am sorry to say, her health having rather declined than improved, 
we have been under the necessity of parting with her and Brother 
Klose. They sailed for Liverpool on the 11th instant, where we 
hope they will arrive in safety; and may the Lorp bless the means 
adopted for Sister Klose’s recovery. Meanwhile, we beg a share 
in your special remembrance at the Throne of grace, that we may 
be strengthened for the performance of the numerous and import- 
ant duties, which will devolve upon us during their absence. 

“ Our school has for some time past afforded us much encourage- 
ment. We have latterly had from 80 to 100 children and adults 
in attendance at the school, which we hold two evenings in the 
week. ‘Those who can read, assist me in teaching the beginners, 
besides receiving instruction themselves. There are 17 who can 
read the New Testament pretty fluently. Thus we sow in hope, 
and pray the Lorp to give the increase. 

“I continue occasionally to visit at Bloomsbury and Mount 
Wilton, and to give religious instruction to the negroes. On the 
Jatter estate, there are many truly experienced and exemplary 
Christians. Our negro sister, baptized in 1823, lately departed this 
life, and her remains were interred at Sharon. The manager gave 
a holiday to the people who belong to our church, with a view to 
their attendance at the funeral; the distance being nearly five 
miles, the appearance of the procession was very striking, the wo- 
men, dressed in white, walking in pairs after the corpse, followed 
by the men. The discourse was held from the Daily Word of the 
day, “ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life.” Ps. xxiii.6. When I visited the deceased on her sick-bed, 
she spoke of herself in a very humble and edifying manner, saying, 
among other things, “I have none in whom to trust, but my Sa- 
viour, who died for my sins; I believe He will receive me in mercy 
when I depart.” The manager appeared to value her much, and 
gave her an excellent character. 
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“Last week, we spoke individually with 170 of the baptized and 
candidates for the Holy Communion, and found cause to be thank- 
ful for the grace generally prevailing among them. ‘The services 
continue to be well attended. 

“ Brother Zippel is well, and active at Mount Tabor; and is en- 
couraged by an increased attendance of negroes, both at the meet- 
ings and schools. Several persons have been lately added to the 
church, by baptism or reception. About 50 children attend the 
school, of whom 15 read in the Testament, and assist in teaching 
the rest. Iam, &c. 

“J. Taytor.” 


FROM BROTHER J. D. SEITZ. 


“ Mount Tabor, April 20th, 1830. 

“The festivals of the Passion-week and Easter, which we lately 
celebrated, proved seasons of great blessing to our small congre- 
gation, and to many strangers who attended the services. Ow 
church was almost every evening crowded with attentive hearers. 
Last Sunday we had a meeting with 19 persons, who had been re- 
ceived into the congregation, or admitted to the Holy Communion 
since Easter, 1829. Our congregation, at present, consists of -14 
communicants, 50 baptized adults, and 27 baptized children; in all 
91 persons, besides candidates for baptism and new people. 

“Our schools proceed in the usual course. On Sunday morn- 
ing, from seven to nine o’clock, I give instruction to 16 negroes, 
who read the Old Testament. On Monday and Thursday evening, 
to about 25, who are reading the Gospels. Three times a-week I 
teach the children at Haynesfield, who are divided into 4 classes. 
Upwards of 50 attend, all of whom are learning to read, and 15 of 
their number read fluently. Ihave likewise permission to keep 
school, including religious instruction once a-week, for about 50 
children belonging to a neighboring estate. Hitherto, the attend- 
ance has been regular, and the improvement as great as could be 
expected. May the Lorp cause the seed sown to sink deep into 
the hearts of all who receive it!” 


ANTIGUA. 


Extract of a Rerort of the present state of the Negro Schools at 
St. Johns, under the care of the Brethren’s Missionaries, ad- 
dressed to His Excellency the Governor of Antigua, in compli- 
ance with a Requisition from His Majesty's Secretary of State 
for the Colonial Department. 

“Statement of the Free Day School for Boys and Girls, established 
and supported by the Missionaries of the Church of the United 
Brethren, in Spring Gardens, St. John’s, Antigua. 

“ Superintendents.—Rev. John Coleman and his wife, resident 

Missionaries in Spring Gardens. 

“* Teachers.—Charles Joseph White and Louisa White, (free 
persons of color.) Salary, for each, 20/. currency, per annum. 
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‘* Numbers.—Besides Monitors for all the classes, 203 boys and 
girls are upon the books; of these, the average number in regular 
attendance may be about 150. Apprentices and slaves, in general, 
are not allowed by their masters to attend every day. 

“Hours of Attendance.—From 10 to 3, every day except 
Saturday. 

“ Course of Instruction.—To imbue the youthful mind with re- 
ligious knowledge, and to cultivate all those Christian virtues 
which flow from it, is our chief object : Catechetical instruction in 
Christian doctrine is therefore imparted generally, by the Mission- 
ary superintending the school; and every endeavor is used to 
teach the children to read the Sacred Scriptures, and to bring them 
to Curist. Writing and arithmetic are also taught to those more 
advanced, (if slaves, on permission being given); and the females 
are instructed in needle-work. Singing of hymns and chanting 
also form part of the instruction given. 


“‘ Books used in the school.—Spelling and reading lessons, 
Watts’s Catechisms, and other elementary works, published by the 
Sunday School Union; together with Testaments and Bibles, and 
the Brethren’s books for the religious instruction of youth. 


“* Distinction of the Pupils according to race and condition.— 
48 free colored; 59 free black; 96 slaves. 


“‘ Distinctions of the Pupils into Classes.—58 learn the alpha- 
bet; 46 spell; 47 begin to read; (small portions of Scripture, Cate- 
chism, and hymns, are committed to memory by these classes) ; 
52 read well in the Bible, and are in the habit of committing por- 
tions of it to memory; 45 are learning to write; and 41 learning 
arithmetic. 

“We have recently begun a Sunday School, which is generally 
attended by upwards of 300 baptized children, whose parents be- 
long to the Church of the United Brethren, from estates near St. 
Johns. Some adults also attend, and seem very desirous of learn- 
ing to read. Any further remarks on this school would be pre- 
mature; though it may be observed, that the willingness of most 
of the children to come to church and school—many of them from 
a great distance—and their eagerness to learn, afford great encour- 
agement, (notwithstanding the very arduous nature of the duty, 
both to teachers and Missionaries,) to persevere in this labor of 
love.” 


To the above official statement, the following remarks are sub- 
joined by Brother Coleman :— 

“The present favorable aspect of things, with regard to the 
education and religious instruction of the negro children, is such, 
as to stimulate our benevolent English friends to increased liber- 
ality in the support of this important object, and to more fervent 
prayers, that the time may soon come, when it may be said, that 
the negro population, from the least to the greatest, are able to 
read, and duly appreciate, that Word which reveals to them the 
knowledge of a crucified Saviour. 
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“The difficulty of obtaining well-qualified teachers is great, 
owing to various circumstances. My wife and myself are there- 
fore obliged not only to direct, but also to perform, great part of 
the work of instruction. But we hope, that, in time, this obstacle 
will be removed. Several young people, to whom we have begun 
to give private tuition, in the hope of their becoming useful assist- 
ants, afford us much encouragement by their progress in learning. 

“Our Sunday School is kept in a house adjoining our Mission 
premises, which we have hired at the rate of 3 dollars per month; 
it is, however, so small and inconvenient, that we shali hardly be 
accommodated, if the number of our scholars should increase. We 
are, therefore, anxious to have it in our power, ere long, to erect 
a proper school-house,—the want of which will always be a hin- 
drance to our exertions for the instruction of the negroes belong- 
ing to our numerous congregation.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER C. F. KOCHTE. 


“ St. Johns, April 3d, 1830. 

“The children of this congregation, like the adults, have a 
prayer-day every two months, on which occasion they ate specially 
addressed, and examined on the various subjects which they have 
heard, and the hymns and texts of scripture which they have com- 
mitted to memory. By these examinations, it appears, the adults 
profit also. Of this I had an instance the other day. A young 
man, who has lately been added to the class of new people, came 
to me, with a request that I would teach him one of our hymns, 
which he had heard some of the children repeat, and which, he 
added, had been particularly impressed upon his mind. It was the 
hymn, ‘ J love the Lord, who died for me.’ 1 asked him, whether 
he could read, to which he answered, ‘A little, Master; but I hope 
to improve, as my mistress and her daughter have promised of 
their own accord to give me daily instruction.’ I was very glad to 
be able to comply with his request, having received, a few months 
ago, a supply of old hymn-books, from some of our Brethren in 
Bristol and other congregations, a favor which we shall be most 
thankful to have repeated. The young man accepted the book 
with many expressions of gratitude, declaring his intention to com- 
mit to memory many of the hymns which it contains. 

‘Another circumstance, which occurred to me some months 
ago, affords a pleasing proof of the benefit accruing to parents 
from the instruction imparted to their children. Walking out one 
day, I met one of our communicants, by name Thomas, a free man, 
an African, who, though ke has been many years in the Island, has 
never learned to speak the English language plainly; he invited 
me to come to his house, where I saw, lying upon his table, a New 
Testament, Hymn-book, and several tracts. Knowing that nei- 
ther he nor his wife had learned to read, I inquired who read those 
books: * My daughter,” he replied, with a countenance expressive 
of joy and paternal pride; ‘she reads to us in the evening, and on 
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Sundays, trom whieh we derive both instruction and enjoyment. 
She learned to read at your school, but has of late been obliged to 
discontinue her attendance, and to seek a livelihood for herself.’ 

“I have met with several similar instances among the negroes 
belonging to different estates, and heard parents express themselves 
most grateful for the change, which has gradually taken place in 
regard to the instruction of their children. ‘When we were 
young,’ say they, ‘there was not such a thing as a school for ne- 
groes, but now many opportunities are afforded to our children of 
learning to read, and of hearing what Curist has done and suffered 
to make us happy.’ Such circumstances will, I trust, encourage 
our benevolent friends in Britain to continue their support of a 
cause, which is so closely connected with the eternal welfare of 
many thousands of the negro race.” 


FROM BROTHER J. G. MUNZER. 
“ Newfield, April 12th, 1830. 


“T am thankful to say, that we have, from time to time, the 
pleasure of adding new members to our congregation. Last year 
there were 33 adults baptized or received into church fellowship, 
28 were admitted to the Holy Communion, and 45 children were 
baptized. At the close of the year 1829, our negro flock consisted 
of 606 communicants, 167 baptized adults, 323 children under 12 
years of age; in all 1096: thus, if 299 new people and candidates 
for baptism be added, the total of individuals under our care will 
be 1395. From this short statement, you will easily conceive, that 
we have abundant occupation both for ourselves and for our valued 
fellow-laborers, Brother and Sister Zellner. During the week 
appointed for speaking with the negroes individually, our house is 
often surrounded before day-break by those who come to converse 
with us; and our public and private services are in general numer- 
ously attended. We are now enabled to devote more time to our 
school, and we have been well rewarded for our attention to it, 
by its increased prosperity. Several well qualified teachers begin 
to render us great assistance. On Christmas-day 238 children as- 
sembled to celebrate their annual love-feast, and the answers which 
they gave to the questions put to them, on scripture subjects, and 
the proficiency of many in reading, proved a gratification to all 
present. We shall be glad to receive a further supply of primers 
and spelling-books. 


“July 26th. 

“On the 20th of this month, Brother Zellner and his wife took 
up their residence in the house, which we built for their accommo- 
dation, and which they find very convenient. The expense of its 
erection, we trust, will not be great, as we have studied economy 
as far as possible. The late season, as you are probably aware, 
has been a very sickly one; many of our dear fellow-laborers 
have been severely indisposed, and with one of them, our highly 
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respected Brother Johansen, we have had the grief to part. Mean- 
while, my dear wife and myself have been favored to enjoy a 
pretty good state of health, for which mercy we cannot be sufli- 
ciently thankful. 


FROM BROTHER 8. WRIGHT. 


“ Gracehill, September 3d, 1830. 

“On the 19th of last month, I began a letter to you, but was 
interrupted by indications of an approaching hurricane. A strong 
westerly gale had already commenced blowing, which kept us ac- 
tively employed during the rest of the day, in taking the requisite 
measures to strengthen the weak parts of our dwelling-house and 
church. ‘Towards evening the wind veered to the south, and blew 
violently all night. It was a favorable circumstance for Grace- 
hill that this change took place, as the Mission-premises are shel- 
tered, in that direction, by a high rocky eminence. Yet, I can 
truly say, that our confidence was placed altogether in the pro- 
tecting care of our Heavenly Father, to whom we committed our- 
selves and our dwellings, in fervent prayer. Had the wind blown 
from any other quarter, or had it increased to what is called a per- 
fect gale, our old church would probably have become a heap of 
ruins. During a previous storm on the 12th, which was from the 
north-east, we could plainly perceive the roof of our church, to 
windward, rising up at intervals, at least three or fourinches. The 
plastering inside has receded considerably from the roof, and much 
is fallendown. During this gale, we sustained no material injury, 
except the destruction of some trees and part of our fences. 

“On the 15th of July, we had a smart shock of an earthquake. 
We were at our morning devotions, and were beginning to sing the 
Hymn, ‘ Let Thy presence go with me, Saviour, else I dare not 
move,’ &c. when we experienced a shock, so violent, that we al- 
most unconsciously knelt down, and united in supplicating the 
Lorp’s mercy and protection. He heard our prayer, and our 
premises remained uninjured. A cavity had been opened by the 
earthquake, about a foot and a half from the east-wall of our church, 
to which we could find no bottom. I must still advert to the ne- 
cessity of our church being rebuilt: the more I consider the sub- 
ject, the more I am convinced, that we have hardly any alternative, 
but the erection of a strong wooden building; the ground being 
too insecure for one of stone. In regard to the site, we have no 
option; desirable as it would be to have a larger edifice for our 
very numerous congregation, we could but increase the dimensions 
by about four feet in width. Many members of our congregation 
absent themselves because they cannot get a seat, others on ac- 
count of the excessive heat of the place, and others again, I be- 
lieve, from actual fear, lest the building should fall. We do hope, 
therefore, soon to have permission to build a more commodious 
edifice for divine worship. 

“We are this week engaged in conversing with the married 


people belonging to our congregation, and with the communicants ; 
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an occupation which, fatiguing as it is, affords us much spiritual 
refreshment. We find not a few, who are sincerely desirous to 
live to the Lorp, and to train up their families in His fear. Be- 
sides our Sunday School, we give instruction to a considerable 
number of children every Tuesday. I am glad to see them make 
some progress. Brother Bayne and myself are likewise endea- 
voring to train up some of our young people as teachers; on 
which attempt the blessing of the Lorp appears to rest. 

“On the 8th of May, Brother and Sister Brunner arrived at 
English harbor, and, after a short visit with us, proceeded to their 
appointed station at Grace-bay. They unite with us in affectionate 
salutations.” 


ST. KITTS. 
FROM BROTHER G. ROBBINS. 


“ Basseterre, July 31st, 1830. 

‘My last letter informed you, what steps had been taken by us, 
towards procuring a spot of land for a third Missionary settlement. 
Either of the situations which I then named, would prove more 
healthy, and quite as eligible as Lavington’s, for gathering a con- 
gregation. ‘The distance from Deep Bay would, however, increase 

the difficulty and expense of procuring the requisite materials for 
the building. 

“We have lately been requested by his Excellency the Gover- 
nor, to make the following returns, in compliance with an address 
from the House of Commons to his Majesty. 

“ First, The number of marriages solemnized by our Missiona- 
ries from the Ist of January to the present time, between slaves, 
and free-blacks or colored persons. Secondly, The number of 
schools, the numbers that attend each, the names of their teachers, 
with their salaries and emoluments, the hours of attendance, the 
course of instruction which the pupils receive, and what books are 
used in the schools, distinguishing both teachers and pupils into 
white, free colored and black, and slaves, stating how many in each 
class are able to read well, &c. Lastly, The number and names 
of the ministers who perform the duties in each chapel, the regu- 
lar times and hours of attendance on public worship, the number 
of hearers who usually attend, and the number who partake of the 
Holy Communion, distinguishing, in each case, the whites, the free 
black or colored persons, and the slaves. 

“‘When we have completed our answers to these inquiries, we 
will send you a copy of the document. In regard to the expenses 
connected with our schools, I may, however, preliminarily men- 
tion, that we have, at present, only one teacher who receives an 
annual stipend for his services. This person attends, three even- 
ings in the week, on a distant plantation, to instruct the children. 
The rest are rewarded for their services at the close of the year, 
by donations of money or books. At Bethesda, it has been found 
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necessary to encourage the teachers, by an allowance of a trifle 
_weekly. Brother Seitz, who has the care of the school, is labor- 
ing hard to bring it into good order; and I trust his endeavors 
will be successful.” 


JAMAICA. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER J. ELLIS. 


“Fairfield, July 9th, 1830. 

“TI addressed a few hasty lines to you, by the ship Sophia, dated 
June 29th, announcing the arrival of Brother and Sister Renke- 
witz, at Fairfield, on the 5th of that month. At that time, the ex- 
crescence on my shoulder had begun to enlarge, and become rather 
painful. Last Sunday, a Doctor MacCorkell attended our church ; 
to him I stated the whole case, as a friend; and I am truly thank- 
ful to add, that the means which he used, have been blessed to the 
almost entire removal of the tumor, which had caused us so much 
anxiety. For this favorable issue, which we had not ventured to 
expect at so early a period, we bring our tribute of heartfelt grati- 
tude to Him who is the giver of life and health. 

‘‘ Last Monday, Brother Pfeiffer went to New Carmel, fora 
change of air, his health having been, for some time, in a rather 
precarious state. He was accompanied by Brother and Sister 
Renkewitz, who will reside there for the present. 


‘‘ September 10th. 

“IT now have the satisfaction to inform you, that, by the arrival 
of Brother and Sister Ricksecker, on the 2d inst., from Tobago, 
we have obtained an addition to, and a very acceptable reinforce- 
ment of our Missionary company. Brother Ricksecker being ina 
poor state of health, a respite of a few weeks from active service 
seems necessary; which time, we propose, he and his family 
should spend at Fairfield. He will, probably, be ready to enter 
upon the premises at Mesopotamia, by the time they are put in a 
habitable state. 

“The corner-stone of the church at Y. S. was laid on the 10th 
of August. A large company of persons, of all classes, assembled 
on the occasion, and their cheerful countenances showed that they 
viewed the transaction with deep interest, and considered it as a 
token for good to the neighboring population. Two clergymen 
of the established church favored us with their presence, and 
manifested the kindest and most friendly interest in the work we 
have taken in hand: The building is now so far advanced, that 
we can discover the wall from Fairfield, with the aid of a glass, 
although the distance is 22 miles. 

“In the discharge of our duties as Missionaries, we can testify, 
from our own experience and observation, that ‘the Lorp’s hand 
is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear. Many are the poor and benighted Heathen, who 
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hear His word and find it to be true. While I am writing, an 
inquirer comes to ask concerning the way of salvation through 
Jesus, and declares his conviction, that nothing less than the 
hand of Gop has led him thus far through the vicissitudes of life; 
and, therefore, he wishes to know his Master’s will, that, doing it, 
he may inherit eternal bliss. Since I last wrote to you, we have 
been visited by about 20 such inquirers. May Gop the Hoty 
Spirit, who has led them to ask, what they must do to be saved, 
continue to be their Teacher and Guide in the way of truth! 
Our schools continue in their usual course, and the number of 
scholars is rather on the increase. We now have 12slave children, 
and three children of free parents, who receive daily instruction 
fromus. They remain here under the care of a female, who cooks 
for them, their parents supplying them with the necessary food. 

“You will unite with us in thanking our Heavenly Father for 
preserving us from the desolating effects of a storm, on the 7th 
August, which did much damage at Kingston, and in the eastern 
districts of the island; likewise that He suffered no harm to befall 
us during a smart shock of an earthquake, which lately caused the 
land to tremble, and impressed our minds with the mighty power 
of Him ‘ who hath meted out the heavens with a span, and weighed 
the” mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance.’ To His 
grace, blessing, and protection, we desire anew to commit our- 
selves and the work which he hath intrusted to our imperfect 
ministry !” 


FROM BROTHER J. SCHOLEFIELD. 


“ New Carmel, July 19th, 1830. 

“IT am rejoiced to hear, that our kind English friends take so 
much interest in the establishment of our new Missionary station 
at Y.S. Brother Zorn and his wife have been residing there, 
and successfully active, ever since the 23d February. The masons 
and carpenters are at work for the chapel, and in about three 
weeks the corner-stone is to be laid. 'Towards the expense of this 
undertaking, more than 500/ currency, (about 300/ sterling,) have 
been subscribed by our friends in this neighborhood. Mesopo- 
tamia has been regularly visited every fortnight, and is, at present, 
the most flourishing of all our out-places. When I was there, a 
week ago, 2 free men of color came, among others, to have their 
names entered in our list of new people, and then requested me to 
enter the names of their slaves also. This, of course, I declined 
to do, till the latter should, of their own accord, desire it, but 
commended the endeavors of the former, to promote the eternal 
welfare of the individuals placed under their control. 

“I am sorry to say, that the erection of our school-room at 
Beaufort proceeds rather slowly ; for its completion, and for that 
of the school-house at New Carmel, we shall require some small 
assistance from the school-fund established by our friends in 
England. The school at Beaufort is attended by 38 scholars, 
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chiefly free persons, of whom 11 read the Scriptures. All our 
services at New Carmel continue to be well attended ; our negro 
congregration affurds us much encouragement, and evidently 
increases in grace, as well asin numbers. When we consider the 
peculiar circumstances of the negroes in this country, the habits 
which they have acquired, and the temptations to which they are 
—" we may well be astonished at what the grace of Gop can 
effect. 


* September 7th. 

“The corner-stone of the chapel at Y. S. was laid on the 10th 
of August, the day mentioned in my last. Early in the morning 
of that day, the children belonging to several of the schools 
connected with New Carmel, walked to the place, and enlivened 
the service by singing the hymn ‘ Before Jehovah's awful throne,’ 
before the commencement of the ceremony, and concluding with 
another anthem. Several hundred persons were present, and 
appeared much interested and gratified. 

“* Next Sunday, the 12th inst. we purpose, Gop willing, to open 
our school-room at New Carmel. Up to this time we have kept 
school in the church, which has been attended with much incon- 
venience. We now hope to be able to give additional and more 
complete instruction to the most promising children belonging to 
our other schools, in order to prepare them to act as teachers, the 
expense of which education is generally provided for by the 
Ladies’ Education Society. In a few weeks, we hope ‘the school- 
room at Beaufort will also be finished. 

“T returned from Mesopotamia yesterday, where I was glad to 
find, that the repairs of the premises had commenced, and that 
there was a probability of the house being ready for the Missionary 
in about a month. The little temporary church was well filled 
with attentive hearers both at the morning and evening services, 
and seven persons were added to the class of new people. I was 
much pleased with some affecting admonitions which a negro 
brother, belonging to New Carmel, gave to the members of our 
congregation, after I had addressed them; he spoke to this effect: 
‘My dear Brethren, we have indeed great cause for rejoicing. 
The Lord has been very good to us; He has sent His servants to 
make known to us the glad tidings of salvation. We were in 
darkness, as many hundreds of our poor neighbors are at present; 
but the light of truth has shined upon us. Then let us not love 
darkness rather than light, but show, by our actions, that we are 
acquainted with Jesus, and enjoy what He has purchased for 
sinners. Let us love Him with our hearts, and praise Him with 
our tongues.’ The individual who made these remarks, is a man 
of superior intelligence, as well as of genuine Christian experience, 
and one of the most worthy members of our congregation. We 
are all, thank Gop, enjoying a pretty good state of health, and 
unite in cordial salutations to our Brethren and friends.” 
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FROM BROTHER J. T. LIGHT. 


“ Trwin-Hill, July 27th, 1830. 
“TI thank you for the encouraging words which you have sent, 

to cheer us in the discharge of our duty. Our star is, indeed, not 
one of the first magnitude, yet we hope it will shine brighter and 
brighter unto the perfectday. Since crop time, we have been more 
fully employed in our Missionary work, and Iam thankful to add, thay 
it is not in vain. Our number is on the increase; pain, sickness, 
and death, are means employed by a merciful God, to gain souls 
for Himself. It was but yesterday I counted at our morning 
service 10 or 12 persons, who, since the loss of a son or daughter, 
or some other near relative, have begun to attend the means of 
grace, and promise fair to attain to the enjoyment of true happi- 
ness. Our Sunday and week-day schools, although on a very 
small scale, continue to give us hopes of better times. The 
number might be considerably increased, provided we were able to 
feed the body as well as to instruct the mind. Both my dear wife 
and myself have lately suffered much from ill health; yet our 
mercies greatly preponderate. You will, probably, have heard of 
the gracious preservation which we experienced on the 15th of 
June, when our belfry was struck by lightning. The ball was 
shivered to pieces, and one side of the roof of the cupola torn 
completely off; but the electric fluid afterwards taking its course 
down the conductor, discharged itself close to the foundation wall, 
without doing any further injury. I was not at home when the 
circumstance happened, but my dear wife will long remember it. 
The effect of the lightning was so powerful, that for some minutes 
she was deprived of sight, but soon recovered from the shock, and 
has since not been the worse forit. Thus may we well sing of 
mercy and of judgment.” 


CIRCULAR LETTER FROM THE SYNODAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
MANAGEMENT OF THE BRETHREN’S MISSIONS AMONG THE 
HEATHEN, ACCOMPANYING THE STATEMENT OF 1829. 


Herrnhut, September 21st, 1830. 

Dear BRETHREN AND SisTERs,—Another year has elapsed, in 
the course of which we have again experienced the gracious sup- 
port of our Lorp and Saviour, in administering to the internal 
and external wants of our continually extending Missionary work. 
For the maintenance of 39 stations, and 200 Brethren and Sisters 
appointed to serve them, the sum of $42,543 96 has been placed 
at our disposal in the year 1829, exceeding. the actual expenditure 
by $387 02. The decrease in the ordinary sources of income has, 
through the Divine goodness, been more than counterbalanced by 
the extraordinary contributions of our friends on the continent of 
Europe, and particularly in England, Scotland, and North America, 
















































































CIRCULAR LETTER. 63 


which, in the year past, amounted to the considerable sum of 
$31,459 64. 

In addition to these donations for general purposes, our British 
friends have again contributed liberally towards two separate funds 
established in the year 1825, which have for their object the 
extension of our Missionary work in the West Indies, and the 
establishment and support of negro schools. The former of these 
funds amounted, at the close of the year 1829, to $11,603 13, 
nearly the whole of which, however, was expended in the erection 
of the Mission premises at Irwin-Hill and New Carmel, in Jamaica. 
The latter, which had been raised to the sum of $4,912 70, was 
reduced, in the course of the year, by the necessary disbursements, 
chiefly for school-houses in Antigua and Jamaica, to $2,358 60. 

The number of our retired Missionaries, at the close of the past 
year, amounted to 18 married, and 2 unmarried Brethren, 4 Widow- 
ers, and 33 Widows. Besides these, there were dependent upon 
our Mission-fund for education, 65 children of Missionaries; and 
18 young persons, of both sexes, were assisted in the acquisition 
of various useful trades. 

While we take this opportunity of returning our grateful 
acknowledgments to all the friends and supporters of our Missionary 
work, both in the Old and New World, we call upon all our Breth- 
ren and Sisters to unite with us, in beseeching the great Head of 
His Church to shower down His richest blessings upon them, and 
grant them the means, as He evidently has given them the will, to 
continue their generous efforts for the furtherance of His Gospel. 
We will also implore Him to increase the number of those who 
love His name, and who contribute to the prosperity of His work 
among the Heathen, both by fervent prayers and intercessions, and 
by active co-operation. We rejoice to behold the growth of the 
Missionary spirit inalmost every denomination of the Protestant 
Church, and derive from it an additional and cheering conviction, 
that we pursue one object, and serve one Lorp. 

Our Missionary work has proceeded with great activity during 
the year 1829. Nine Brethren and 2 Sisters have been called to 
enter upon it; 5 Brethren and 2 Sisters have finished their course 
with joy, of whom the majority were in the prime of life, and 
afforded the best promise of future usefulness. 

In our oldest mission, viz. that in the Danish West India 
Islands, a revival of spiritual life has been observable during the 
past year, although, among the 10,000 negroes who make a profes- 
sion of faith in Curist, there are still too many, of whom it cannot 
with truth be said, that their conversation is such as becometh His 
Gospel. The Missionaries stationed in the three islands have 
been joined by 8 assistants from Europe and America. 

Our Brethren in Jamaica have prosecuted their labors with dili- 
gence and success, among the adult negroes and children connected 
with the 4 stations; at the same time, they have gladly availed 
themselves of every opportunity to instruct the free persons of 
color in the neighborhood oi Fairfield and New-Carmel. 
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In Antigua and St. Kitts many changes have been occasioned 
by the departure of 3 experienced Missionaries. As the vacancies 
could not immediately be supplied, the survivors, especially in 
Antigua, where the number of souls in connexion with our Church 
amounts to about 15,000, found some difficulty in providing for the 
spiritual wants of their numerous congregations. The progress of 
the work of the Lorp in Barbadoes and Tobago has continued, 
upon the whole, to be encouraging. 

The negro congregation at Paramaribo, in Surinam, has likewise 
experienced a progressive increase, and it has afforded our Brethren 
sincere pleasure to co-operate, as far as possible, with the associa- 
tion lately formed, for the furtherance of the Gospel in that colony. 

The accounts which we have received from our 4 congregations 
in Greenland, supply abundant evidence, that, notwithstanding the 
privation of external spiritual privileges, under which many of the 
believing Greenlanders labor, during their residence at the out- 
places, the grace of Curist our Saviour has been richly enjoyed 
by both old and young. 

During the past year, the proposal to establish a Fourth Mis- 
sionary station on the coast of Labrador, has been a subject of 
serious consideration, and some steps have been taken towards the 
attainment of this desirable object.* Our 3 Esquimaux congrega- 
tions have meanwhile continued undisturbed from without, and, 
walking in the fear of the Lorp and in the comfort of the Hoty 
Guost, have been multiplied. 

Brother Jensen Miller has retired, after a faithful service of 35 
years in this Mission, and has been succeeded in his office of super- 
intendent, by Brother John Lundberg. 

Our Indian congregations in Upper Canada and Georgia, have 
had to struggle with many difficulties, and have experienced vari- 
ous trials of faith and patience, which we trust, however, have not 
been without salutary consequences. 

In South Africa, the fields are indeed white to harvest. The 
numerous Hottentot coéngregation at Gnadenthal continues to be 
a light unto all around, by the exemplary walk of the generality of 
itsmembers. ‘The poor patients in the Leper Hospital still mourn 
over the loss which they sustained, by the sudden removal of Bro- 
ther P. Leitner to eternal rest. The little colony collected to- 
gether in the Tambookie country from various native tribes, has 
had many perils to encounter. On one occasion, the two Mission- 
aries, with their small flock of believing Hottentots, were under 
the necessity of retiring from their post. Ina short time, how- 
ever, they returned, and renewed their work with cheerful activity. 

In concluding, we beseech you, dear Brethren and Sisters, to 
unite with us in fervent prayer to the Lorp our Saviour, that He 
would also, in future years, vouchsafe to grant us open doors for 
the preaching of His Gospel; to animate the members of our 
Church both in the Old and New World, with the genuine spirit of 





* This has since been accomplished.—Ed, Miss. Int. 
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confessors, to protect His messengers in their travels by land and 
sea, to accompany the word of their testimony concerning His 
atonement with demonstration of the Spirit and with power, to 
preserve our congregations gathered from among the Heathen from 
the craft and assaults of Satan, and to keep them as the apple of 
His eye. Yea, help us to implore Him to hasten the glorious 
period, when the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lorp, when all the Heathen shall praise him, and all the Gentiles 
shall rejoice in his salvation. 

We commend ourselves, your Brethren and fellow-servants, to 
whom the management of this important and extensive work is at 
present committed, to your fervent intercession at the Throne of 
grace, and with cordial salutations from the whole Elders’ Confer- 
ence of the Unity, remain your faithful and affectionate Brethren 
of the Mission-department. 

G. M. Scunemwer, Hans Wisp, C. G. Hurre. 


Receipts and Disbursements by the Committee appointed for the 


management of the general concerns of the United Brethren’s 
Missions, in the year 1829. 


RECEIPTS. 
Collections in the settlements of the Brethren, - $5,090 96 
Additional benefactions, - - - - - 1,954 07 
Contributions from friends on the Continent of Eu- 
rope, =«+ + a 7 9 $ 3,290 74 
Contributions from friends in the British 
Islands, - - - - - 18,292 90 
Contributions do. in North America, 9,876 00 
—_—« $1,459 64 
Legacies, - - - - - + - - 4,033 94 
Casual receipts - : ° : - - - 5 35 
$42,543 96 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
For Greenland, - - - - $3,114 69 
For Surinam, - . - - - 41150 
For Bardadoes,_ - - - - - 4,033 40 
For St. Kitts, - - - - - 2,078 93. 
For Antigua, - - - - - 6,747 55 
For Jamaica, - - . - - 2,198 72 
For Tobago, - - - : - 2,558 52 
For Labrador,* - - : - - 2313 
For Danish Islands,t - : . ipiaiiaiamanes 
Carried forward, $21,396 44 





* Th ein - ooo is ae the Brethren’s Society for. the further- 
ance of'the Gospel in London ; the Synodal Committee pay the c of the. Mis- 
sionaries till they arrive.in E: lo 7 —— 

+ The. Mission in the Danish Islands supports itself, 
Vo 1. IV.—9 
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Brought forward, - $21,396 44 
For North American Indians, - - 3,321 57 
For South Africa, - - - - 2,775 21 
$27,493 22 
By Agent’s and Book-keeper’s salaries, Stationary, and 
Sundry Expenses - - . $1,296 70 
By Postage, &c.  - - - - - 568 63 
—___ 1,865 33 
By Pensions to 18 married and 6 unmarried 
Brethren, - - - - $3,753 61 
By Pensions to 33 Widows, - - - 1,599 94 
By do. to 83 Children at school or trades, 5,731 48 
——_ 11,085 03 
By Contributions to the support of Missionaries still 
engaged in service in Europe, - - - 888 89 
By Travelling Expenses, . - - - - 634 93 
By Interest, more paid than received, - - - 169 11 
By Loss, owing to course of Exchange, - - 20 43 
By Surplus on the Year’s Account, - - - 387 02 





$42,543 96 





General Statement at the close of 1829. 





Surplus of 1828, - - - - - - - $275 68 
Balance in favour of annexed account for 1829, - 387 02 
Surplus available for general purposes, - : - $662 70 





[Translated from MS, for the Missionary Intelligencer. | 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE MISSION AMONG THE INDIANS, 
AT NEW FAIRFIELD, (UPPER CANADA,) MAY 1828 To apRIL 1829. 


“ Sunday, May 18th,—Brother Luckenbach went to Chatham, 
about 20 miles down the river, to preach for the Episcopal minis- 
ter, Mr. Murly, in his absence from home. 

“The 21st, a Heathen Indian, Gintsch Nipawit, in compliance with 
his repeated request, and after having satisfactorily answered the 
questions addressed to him, was baptized on his sick bed, and 
named Lazarus.—He departed this life on the 23d—Whitsunday, 
the 25th, his remains were committed to the grave. The deceased 
was a son of our Indian Sister Henrietta, but until of late conti- 
nued altogether addicted to Heathenism. On his dying bed, he was 
brought under conviction ; and, we trust, his soul has been snatched 
as a brand from the burning. 

“Sunday, June 8th, the Indian Paul made a public confession of 
his guilt, in having had recourse toa sorcerer, in behalf of his sick 
daughter, who was now on the point of death. Appearing to be 
sincerely penitent, we trust he will obtain forgiveness. After being 
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repeatedly visited and prayed with, the child departed on the 11th. 
The 14th, the remains of the Indian Samuel were interred. He 
was born at Friedenshuetten, on Susquehannah river, and baptized 
in his infancy. Atthe time when the Indian flock on Muskingum 
was dispersed, he went astray among the Heathen; and although 
subsequently reuyited with the congregation, in 1789, his walk 
and conversation was not such as to render him useful among us. 
Several years ago, he was roused by an awful dream, in which he 
saw himself on the brink of hell. He now attended church regu- 
larly, and a work of the Hoty Spirit in his soul became more and 
more apparent. Being able to read in his own language, he was 
frequently found at home, with the Harmony of the four Gospels 
in his hand, reading aloud.—His last painful illness he bore with 
exemplary fortitude; frequently exhorting his children to take 
warning of his example. The crucified Saviour was his only 
refuge, and he died in reliance upon the merits of Jesus, aged near 
60 years. With his wife, the native Assistant Polly, he had lived 
about 39 years in matrimony; they had a family of 8 children and 
11 grandchildren. 

“The 23d, Brother Luckenbach went to a white neighbor’s 
house, to officiate at the funeral of his child, which was attended 
by about 30 persons. The 28th, after having previously spoken 
with the Indian children individually, they had a special prayer- 
day, which, we trust, was owned by the Divine Friend of these 
little ones. Sunday, the 29th, Brother Luckenbach preached at 
the house of a Mr. Hubble, where the neighbors assembled from 
both sides of the river. At their request, we promised to repeat 
the visit. 

“The 30th, the remains of our aged Indian Sister Amelia were 
committed to the grave. She was the only surviver of those 
baptized as adults at Friedenshuetten, on Susquehannah, which 
ordinance was administered to her at the age of between 30 and 35 
years. For the space of 60 years since, she continued a member 
of the congregation, faithful in improving the means of grace, and 
united in love with the Saviour and his people. About 13 years 
ago she was lamed by a fall; to which dispensation she submitted 
without a murmur. Her daughter, who attended on her, being 
recently taken sick, the aged mother besought the Lorp with 
many tears, that he would in mercy take her to himself before the 
dissolution of her dutiful child; and this prayer was heard. She 
fell asleep in Jesus, on the 29th inst., aged from 90 to 95 years. 
She lived to see 20 great-grand children. 

“ July‘4th, the daughter, whose name was Esther, followed her 
mother to eternity, and was buried on the 5th.—She was baptized 
in infancy at Friedenshuetten, and in 1789 admitted to the Lorp’s 
table. Subsequently being forsaken by her husband Anthony, she 
was left with 4 children, to earn her subsistence; and at a later 
period, took charge of her aged parent also. She served for a 
number of years, as a native assistant among her sex. The 
affliction of losing one son by a sudden and awful death, and 
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another after long and extreme sufferings, though grievous, was 
sanctified to her soul. After she was taken with the dropsy, the 
thoughts of leaving her afflicted mother, weighed heavy upon her 
mind; but that burden being removed, she met death with joy at 
an age of 60 years. 

“The 14th, the carpenter, having finished the doors, windows &c. 
of our new church, our Indians, under the direction of a white 
neighbor, began to fill up the spaces between the logs with mortar. 

** At our communion season, the 26th, the Indian Barbara was 
confirmed in her baptismal covenant, and admitted to the Lorv’s 
table. 

“ Sunday, the 27th, the native assistant Charles Henry, went 
around from house to house, to request punctual attendance on 
divine sefvice, at the close of which, all those whom it concerned, 
were earnestly warned against the deseerationi of the Lorp’s day. 

“ August 18th, and 19th, the greater part of our people returned 
from Malden; where they had received their annual presents ftom 
the British Government, together with the articles obtained from 
Detroit, to the amount of their annuity from the United States. 

“The spire of our new church was now finished, and ornamented 
with a vane, surmounted by a star, which had been procured at 
Detroit, and by its brilliant appearance greatly delighted our 
Indians. 

“Sunday, Sept. 7th, Brother Haman, after preaching at our 
neighbor Julens’, stopped on his return, at the dwelling of the Indian 
Eve, (baptized last spring,) and administered the same fite to het 
sick infant, naming it Helen. 

“An Indian of the Mingue tribe from Grand River, who for someé 
time past had secretly practised sorcery among our people; was 
detected and dismissed. His comrade, a Monsey, who lately camé 
among us, heving solemnly promised to abstain from such practictes, 
was retained on trial. 

“Previous to our communion season on the 13th," not only the 
communicants, but likewise all the baptized and excluded, were 
individually conversed with, and we may hope, not without a good 
effect. 

“'The 17th, being the anniversary of the consecration of our old 
church, 13 years ago, the congregation assembled for the last time 
in that house of prayer, and returned thanks to the Lorp, for the 
blessings he had there dispensed to our souls, through his word 
and ordinances. We then, in due order, proceeded to the new 
church, and solemnly dedicated this tabernacle to the Triune Gop, 

imploring him to own and bless the preaching of the Gospel 
and the administration of the sacraménts in that sanctuary, 
erected unto the glory of his name. The Rev. Mr. Murly, of 
Chatham; who, with John Dolson, Esq., had yesterday arrived 
here, then preached an appropriate sermon. In the afternoon the 
congregation celebrated a love-feast, at which some 19 guests from 
the neighborhood were present._Several Heathen families from 
the Upper Monsey town, also attended the exercises of this day, 
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which {were closed by a solemn evening meeting, when the 
. Indians Paul and Anna Justina were readmitted. Our hearts were 
filled with gratitude towards our merciful Lorp, who hath been 
pleased to gather, and until now hath preserved, this little flock from 
among the Heathen; who hath enabled us to erect a new house of 
worship, and graciously averted all danger from those who were 
engaged in the building; and to whom we earnestly looked up for 
the continued influences of his Spirit, attending the word and 
ordinances of the Church, and maturing the impressions of this 
solemn day to the glory of his grace. 

“ The 18th, after morning service, in which Mr. Murly again 
addressed our people, they took leave of this amiable man, who set 
out on his return home. 

“The 27th, anitinerant preacher, Augustus Wolfly, tarried a few 
days with us, in order to obtain some knowledge of our mission. 

“October Sth. In the course of the week, our Indians were 
occupied in erecting a new bridge across the river, opposite to our 
town, on the road leading from York to Detroit, upon which route 
a mail stage has commenced running. 

“The 14th, our hunters went out in company, and returned with 
8 deer and a bear, which served as provision for the Indians, while 
engaged in gathering in our harvest of Indian corn. 

** Sunday the 26th, the Indians Ezra and Nancy, on confessing 
their deviations, and promising amendment, were permitted to 
remain here on trial. 

November 14th, a Delaware Indian from Sandusky, son of the old 
chief Armstrong, arrived here on a visit to his brother. 

“Previous to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper in December, 
we spoke individually with our people. An Indian Sister, Eliza- 
beth, said: ‘I am in so distressing a situation, through the treat- 
ment of my intemperate husband, and the misconduct of my two 
sons, that I am altogether weary of life, and would fain depart 
hence. But, I know, it is not for me to prescribe to the Lorp ;— 
I must submit to his wisdom both the time and the manner of my 
deliverance.’—Several, who had been excluded, expressed deep 
penitence, and great anxiety to be réadmitted. 

“Sunday the 14th, in a special meeting, a prayer-day was 
announced to our Indian children. The school had been resumed, 
and all these little ones eagerly repaired to the Mission-house of 
an evening, to practise singing, in which they greatly delight. 

“On the f7th, and 18th, we spoke with the children individually. 
A little girl, 10 years of age, burst into tears, and said: ‘I know, I 
have often grieved thé Saviour by my disobedience and ill conduct ; 
but I hope it may not occur again, and I pray that I may live to his 
glory.’ 

“The prayer-day on the 20th, was attended by upwards of 80 
children. 

“Christmas was celebrated, for the first time in our new church, 
with demonstrations of joy, particularly on the part of the children, 
who sang with great animation, and recited the verses they had 
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committed to memory. Little presents were distributed among, 
them. 

“ The 3lst, an Indian, by the name of Gideon, who had been 
excluded, was, in compliance with his request, readmitted on trial. 

** New-Year’s eve was solemnized by a love-feast, and we united 
in heartfelt thauksgiving to Him, who throughout another year 
had conferred so many blessings upon us,—and among the rest, 
enabled us to finish and consecrate a new sanctuary for his 
worship. 

“In the course of the year 1828, there have been baptized 3 adults 
and 10 children; 1 adult has been received, and 4 have been 
readmitted; 1 admitted to the Lorp’s table, and 1 became a 
candidate for that ordinance; 6 adults and 8 children departed this 
life. 

“At the close of the year, the Indian congregation consists of 30 
communicants, 86 baptized and 17 unbaptized adults, 56 baptized 
and 11 unbaptized children; Total 200. 


1829. 


“‘ New-Year’s day, as well as Christmas, to our great satisfaction, 
passed off without interruption, and the meetings were well at- 
tended. 

“Previous to Epiphany, we conversed with the baptized, ex- 
cluded, and new applicants, and were happy to trace in some of 
them a progressive knowledge of themselves and an increasing 
desire after more grace. 

« January 3d, the native assistants and chapel servants had a 
love-feast at the Mission-house. We rejoiced to see our venerable 
indian Brother Stephen still among the number, who, notwith- 
standing his age and infirmity, cheerfully retains the office, in 
which he has served the congregation these 45 years. 

“Sunday the 4th, the remains of the Indian Hannah were in- 
terred. She was born at Pettquotting, and baptized in her infancy. 
In the year 1812, she became a communicant member of the con- 
gregation, which she, however, left in the sequel, on account of 
domestic troubles, and married a Heathen, with whom she latterly 
came into this neighborhood. She led a quiet and moral life, 
occasionally attended our meetings, and brought her children to 
be baptize .d. Being taken ill, she requested us to visit her, and 
confessed, that she had formerly looked down upon other commu- 
nicants, esteeming herself better; but now she was convinced, that 
she was the chief of sinners, and longed for pardon—adding, that, 

in case of her recovery, she would again dwell with the people of 
Gop. Although, for the sake of her young children, she could 
wish to live, she was quite resigned, and felt no fear of death. 
Thus was this straying sheep brought back to the fold by the good 
Shepherd, and soon after translated to the church above. Her age 
was near 40 years. 
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“The 5th, a Mohegan from Grand River, and an excluded 
. female, Frederica, were permitted to remain here on trial. 

“Epiphany was signalized by the baptism of a young Mohegan 
woman, wife of Philip, who was named Lucy. She was born at 
Stockbridge, and subsequently removed to Green-bay. Returning 
from thence, she came hither; and, we trust, found a place of 
refuge for her soul. In the afternoon, there was a love-feast; and 
in the evening, two persons, Charlotte and Sally, were readmitted, 
and another young female received. 

“A letter from the Indian Agent at Malden requiring a statisti- 
cal account of our settlement, we reported as follows: males, 61; 
females, 70; children, 75; heads of families, 35; dwellings, 45; 
ground under cultivation, 500 acres; wheat raised this season, 120 
bushels; oats, 45; Indian corn, 2,250; beans and peas, 240; hay, 
3 tons—head’s of cattle, 71 cows and 31 oxen—of which latter, 18 
are for draft; 64 horses; 70 sheep; 188 hogs; 1 ox-cart; 1 horse- 
cart; and 8 ploughs; all, the property of the Indians. In the 
course of a year, 14 children were born, and 14 individuals died— 
2 couples were married. The school is attended by 20 boys and 
20 girls. 

“ February the 2d, our aged friend Missimer celebrated his 79th 
birth-day with us. He was refreshed, during his stay here, by 
reading the reports from different parts of our church, and the 
writings of the late Count Zinzendorf. He lives a life of faith in 
the Son of Gop, and is full of the hope of glory. 

“Speaking with our people individually, previous to the com- 
munion season, we found cause for encouragement. An Indian 
Sister said: ‘I feel more and more, that I am a great sinner, and 
that in me dwelleth no good thing. Nought else can comfort me, 
save only the merits of my Redeemer.’ 

“The 7th, the Indian Sister, Rachel, was confirmed, and admit- 
ted to the Lord’s Supper; another, Anna Justina, became a can- 
didate for that ordinance. Several messengers from the chief of the 
Delawares, residing with the Wyandots, arrived here with a string 
of wampum, and sundry open letters, containing invitations from 
the Delaware chief, Kiktuchwenink, now residing in Arkansaw 
territory, addressed to the Delawares and Wyandots on Sandusky, 
and seconded by a letter from Col. Johnson, Agent of Indian 
affairs in the state of Ohio. These invitations, to remove across 
the Mississippi, were not directed to our Indians, but communicated 
to them for their information, that they too might deliberate on 
the subject. 

‘Reports having been circulated, that the Agent of the king’s 
store at Malden, expecting to resign, was anxious to get through 
with the distribution of this year’s presents, a number of our In- 
dians availed themselves of the sleighing to go thither; which we, 
for various reasons, could not but regret. On this occasion, the 
Indian Isaac, whose wife, Tabeah, had recently been delivered of 
3 children at a birth, was severely injured by the blowing up of 
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some gunpowder in his possession. He, however, subsequently 
recovered, to the great joy of his dependent family. 

“The 25th, we received the Text-books for the year 1829, by 
the hands of a Methodist minister, Mr. Juston, who brought them 
from Detroit. In the morning service he addressed our people 
affectiunately, from Matt. xi. 28. 

“One of our neighbors, who had rendered us many a service, 
being out with his team of oxen, during the present cold weather, 
met with an accident, in going down hill, and perished in the snow, 
leaving a young family to mourn his loss. 

“‘March 3d, the Indian Mingue Henry, being dangerously ill, was 
visited. He had overheated himself in the pursuit of a deer, and 
imprudently taken a draught of cold water. Relying upon the 
merits of Jesus, he was perfectly resigned to the will of Gon, 
whether it be for life or death. 

“A letter from Mr. Ironside, Indian Agent at Malden, brought 
by the last party of our people returning thence, led us to hope 
that arrangements may be made hereafter, for the distribution of 
the yearly presents on the part of the British Government to our 
Indians, in our own vicinity on Thames River. 

“The 26th, our people being scattered in their sugar camps, 
Brother Haman, with the native assistant Charles Henry, went out 
to see a little boy, 9 years of age, who was reported to be danger- 
ously ill; and after proposing several questions to him, baptized 
him, by the name of Ephraim. He departed on the 28th, and was 
interred on Sunday the 29th. When taken ill, this child expressed 
a great desire to be baptized, and a joyful expectation of being 
soon with Jesus. He bore his sickness with exemplary patience, 
and said to his weeping parent: ‘Dear mother, grieve not for me; 
Iam going to my Saviour; and before long, you will follow me, 
and we shall meet again.’ 

“During the absence of our Indians with their dogs, our town 
was at night infested by wolves, which destroyed several sheep. 

‘In the Passion-week, our people came in from their sugar 
camps. Another little boy, named Leonard, departed very aie, 
and was interred on the 15th of April, This child of 5 years, 
suffered with great fortitude, and rejoiced in the hope of being for 
ever with the Lorp, and uniting in the songs of the redeemed 
around his throne. 

“‘On Maundy Thursday, we celebrated the memorials, of our 
Saviour’s dying love. The Indian, Anna Justina, was solemnly 
confirmed, previous to her partaking of that sacred ordinance, to 
which two other sisters were readmitted. 

“The services on Good Friday were also numerously attended, 
At the love-feast on Saturday, the Indian brother Thomas, was in- 
troduced to the congregation as a native assistant and, chapel 
servant, and recommended to the regard and confidence. of all. 
Salutations from the Brethren of the General Conference at Beth- 
lehem, Pa., were also communicated to our Indian flock in this 
meeting, which was attended by several of our white neighbors. 
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“Easter Sunday, the 19th, was distinguished by the usual solem- 
nities of the Church; and we closed this festal season with gratitude 
to the Lorp, for all the blessings conferred upon us, beseeching 
him, to mature the impressions again received of his sufferings, 
death, and resurrection, by the grace of His Holy Spirit, unto His 
glory and the salvation of suuls. 

“In the week following, our Indians again returned to their 
sugar camps. 

“The sermon, on Sunday the 26th, was attended by several of 
our white neighbors. The latter end of this week, our people re- 
assembied in their dwellings. 

“We commend them, together with ourselves, to the remem- 
brance of all our dear Brethren and Sisters before the Lorp. 

— 


| Translated from MS. for the Missionary Intelligencer. | 


NARRATIVE OF A JOURNEY OF BROTHER BENEDICT HENN, AND HIS 
WIFE, FROM NAIN TO OKKAK IN LABRADOR, IN THE MONTH OF 
MARCH IS26. 


The following narrative, originally intended for the perusal] of 
the author’s relations, we have selected for insertion in the Intelli- 
gencer, not only as affording additional proofs of the special care 
which our Lorp exercises in behalf of his faithful servants, but also 
as yielding an interesting description of the features of Labrador 
and the Esquimaux mode of travelling, which may be new to some 
of our readers.— Ed. Miss. Intelligencer. 

My brother-in-law, Br. Samuel Stirman, at Okkak, havin 
expressed a strong desire that we would spend his 51st birthday 
with him and his family, and we, on our part, meeting with 
no obstacles to prevent the fulfilment of our mutual wishes, 
accordingly set out on our journey to Okkak, at 8 o’clock in the 
morning, on the 7th of March, attended by the benedictions of our 
fellow laborers. We travelled in a sleigh, drawn by 22 dogs. 

My wife occupied a kind of chaise box (covered with a seal’s 
skin) which J had fixed in the centre of the sleigh, and provided in 
front with a leather curtain, which might be fastened down, as 
occasion should require. ‘Two Esquimaux Brethren, Simeon and 
Lucas, sat in front to guide the vehicle, and I was seated behind, 
sideways, on a box and some bags, containing provisions for our- 
selves and our dogs. When we started, Fahrenheit’s thermometer 
stood at 18° below zero. I was not only well secured against this 
intense cold by warm clothing, but also took the precaution of 
providing myself with a thick seal’s skin, wherewith to cover my 
feet, ifnecessary. In another sleigh rode the Esquimaux Brethren 
Adam and Matthew, who were going on their own account, to 


fetch some goods from Okkak. On starting from home, the weather 
Vor. IV.—10 
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was tolerably pleasant; but very soon a snow storm blew up, 
which in the course of half an hour became so violent, that we 
could no longer see the land. ‘Towards noon the weather mode- 
rated a little, but the wind blowing from the coves, proved extremely 
cutting. Dropping my seal skin, I jumped out to recover it; but 
my companions being ignorant of this step, and not hearing my 
call to stop, (owing to the rushing of the wind) I found much 
difficulty in regaining the sleigh, while encumbered with such a 
ponderous load of fur. We had hardly proceeded half an hour 
farther, when I once more missed my cloak; but now concluded 
to leave it where it fell. Two Esquimaux passing us at that 
instant on their way to Nain, I desired them to take it up, in case 
they should find it. 

At noon we stopped to dine at Kernertut, or Black Island, 8 
hours’ ride from Nain, where the Esquimaux, in fall, catch seals 
with their nets. For our first day’s consumption my wife had 
provided bread and warm beer, both carefully wrapped up. The 
latter we could turn to account; but every slice of bread, as soon 
as cut, froze as hard asa stone. Travelling on, we arrived about 
5 o’clock with the sun beaming brightly upon us, at another seal 
fishery, called Ungerdlek, i. e. Remote, and on meeting with an 
Esquimaux winter habitation, made up of wood and “sods, we 
resolved to occupy it for the night. Our first labor consisted 
in clearing away the snow around the entrance, which was about 
3 feet in height and 2 in width, that we might creep in, on our 
hands and feet. The house itself was about 10 feet square and 6 
feet high in the centre. The floor was quite covered with dead 
seals, and when standing on them [ could look out through the 
opening in the roof, which supplied the place of a window. 

Next we had to pile the seals on a heap, to gain space for sitting 
and lying down. I had appointed Simeon to act as our cook, and 
Lucas to be his assistant; Adam and Matthew helping us to load 
and unload our goods, and wherever else their services were 
required. Our supper consisted of soup made with melted snow ; 
and the Esquimaux feasted on warmed peas, that had been cooked 
at Nain. After supper we had evening prayers, and then crept 
into our sleeping-bags, made of fur, while the Esquimaux were 
busy in preparing for themselves a couch, on the dead bodies of 
the seals. As I chanced to lie next to this pile of defunct animals, 
it may well be imagined what little comfort I derived from such 
neighbors. 

Coffee being ready for us, and warmed peas for the Esquimaux, 
early on the morning of the 8th, we rose to take our breakfast. 
This being consumed, we were edified by a short meditation on the 
comfortable text for the day: ‘He shall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust;’’ Ps. xci. 4; and 
then singing a few verses, commended ourselves to the protection 
of the Lorp in the prosecution of our journey, which subsequently 
proved to be checkered with a variety of hardships and dangers.. 
The morning being fine, but very cold, we started at 7 o’clock, and 
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found good roads in a cove, till towards 9 o’clock, when we were 
struck with astonishment at sight of the course which now lay 
before us. We crossed a low mountain, called Tikkerarsuk, in 
the direction of the elevated promontory Kiklapait, facing the 
ocean; with good sleighing, the circuit around its base may be 
traversed in 2 hours; but at this time we met with difficulties 
which appeared almost insurmountable. The ice, frozen to the 
thickness of from 6 to 10 inches, had been broken up during the 
winter by the violence of the waves, and lay scattered over an 
immense distance, in irregular but compact masses, some of the 
size of « chamber door, and others smaller. Being anxious to push 
forward, we ordered the second sleigh to take the lead, and by 
selecting the best track between the fragments of ice, to make 
some sort of a path for us. We now encountered obstacles of 
which I had never before had an idea. The dogs, which in good 
roads it is not easy to guide, were constantly entangled in each 
others’ traces. While some of them would take their course 
around this mass of ice, others would travel around that fragment, 
while their lines, from 7 to 10 fathoms in length, would be caught 
by the prominent ice, or torn asunder, so that the drivers had 
again and again to tie and untie the dogs. The sleigh thus 
dragged along, suffered the most violent shocks and the strangest 
evolutions, being often thrown into situations that made its upsetting 
seem inevitable. I could hardly maintain my seat on the box, and 
screen my legs against being bruised, while the drivers often called 
to me, to keep a good look-out. At one o’clock we had passed over 
one half of this dangerous road. Seven of our dogs would no longer 
submit to be tied, and lagged behind, being faint and weary in 
consequence of their exertions. We lost sight of them altogether 
when about three o’clock the road began to improve, and our speed 
toincrease. We now halted and sent Simeon back after the dogs, 
which he fonnd at a considerable distance among the fragments of 
ice, where they had laid themselves down to sleep. We regretted 
the loss of an hour which this delay occasioned. We had hoped to 
spend the night on a fishing ground belonging to the Okkak Esqui- 
maux, about 6 or 8 hours’ ride hence; but this detention, and a 
terrible snow storm which accompanied us till night, frustrated this 
plan. Our people now inquired, whether we would venture to pass 
the night in a cave; when I replied, that if they apprended no 
danger, we had none to fear. We accordingly bent our course in 
the direction of the cave, and reached it at 1-2 past 5 o’clock. 
This island of caverns affords an awful sight. The cave at its 
mouth measures 14 feet in width and 24 in height, widening, 
however, after you have descended about 12 paces over broken 
fragments of rock, when it assumes a height of about 40 or 50 feet. 
Then you ascend again, clambering over huge rocky masses, 
while still larger ones above seem every moment to threaten your 
destruction. In this manner the cave runs about 40 or 50 paces 
into the mountain, when it terminates in the shape of a roof, 
being there about 10 feet in width and as many in height, 
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Here we found a snug retreat on decomposed rocks, where some 
light was admitted, and where we found just room sufficient 
to deposit our sleeping-bags. The cook lighted up a fire and 
prepared a warm supper like the preceding evening. I had eaten 
nothing since breakfast, because every thing, even my tobacco- 
pipe, was frozen. While the other men were unloading, and 
feeding the dogs, which had to stay in front of the cave, their 
supper was likewise got ready, and after supper the mouth of the 
cave was closed by placing the sleighs crosswise. The Esquimaux 
were a long time in looking for a place of rest, rolling the stones 
together a short distance below us, su as to form some kind of a 
couch ; very cheerfully rising again and again to make some further 
improvements. 

On the morning of the 9th our people brought us glad tidings of 
fair and promising weather. As soon as breakfast was ready, we 
rose from our couch, which had left deep impressions on my back. 
During our meal, we called to mind, that this was the birthday of 
our dear mother, at Herrnhut; and in our morning prayer we 
blessed her in the name of the Lorp. I then told our men, that 
for the reason just mentioned we were anxious, if possible, to reach 
Okkak in time to-day. 

At 6 o’clock we left the cave, and having even roads at first, 
without encountering banks of snow and ice, our sleighs sped with 
great rapidity. At 9 o’clock we passed Kikkertaksoak, or the 
Great Island, and at 11 o’clock Tillutallik, where two sleighdrivers 
from Okkak met us, who communicated welcome news from that 
quarter. Now the road began to be very rough, though not as bad 
as yesterday, because the Esquimaux from Okkak had already traced 
the safest turns with their seal sleds; and we had only to follow 
their track. Ata promontory called Coleman’s Point, we at noon 
drank some wine and water, that had been boiled this morning in 
the cave, and which my wife had contrived to keep from freezing. 
We made but slow progress, till we got to Schmittsberg, when 
we proceeded more rapidly, and at last safely arrived at Okkak at 
1-2 past 2in the afternoon. We were most joyfully and affection- 
ately welcomed by our fellow laborers and their Esquimaux 

congregation. All united in giving thanks to the Lorp for the 
protection vouchsafed to us on our dangerous route, and we spent 
the remainder of this festive day very happily with our Brother and 
Sister Starman. 

On the 10th, which was a clear day, the remains of an Esquimaux 
child were interred. 

On the 11th, we participated cordially with our dear Brother 
Starman in the joys of his jubilee birthday, thanking our Saviour 
for the grace hitherto conferred upon him, and recommending 
him in prayer to His future care and guidance. This was indeed 
a day which the Lorp had made. 

On the 12th, the infant son of an Esquimaux couple was baptized 
by Brother Starman, and I being one of the sponsors, the child 
was called Benedict. On the 2 succeeding days, snow fell without 
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intermission, and although the weather appeared to be clearing off 
.in the morning of the 15th, yet presently after, a snow storm 
commenced that literally darkened the air. Several Esquimaux, 
compelled by hunger, had turned out notwithstanding, to catch 
seals, but returned home late at night, empty handed. To save 
themselves, they had to leave the seals where they caught them. 
It was well for us that we had not set out on our return; still as 
there were but 3 days to Palm-Sunday, we felt very desirous to 
reach our home in time, before the commencement of the Passion 
week. 

Accordingly, when on the 16th the weather appeared more 
promising, we immediately determined to start. After taking an 
atlectionate leave of our friends, and commending ourselves to their 
prayers, we set off at half-past eight. The cold was moderate, but 
the snowdeep. Near Schmittsberg we met the men from Okkak, 
who were now carrying home the seals they had yesterday left. 
Soon after another snow-storm arose, so dense that we could not 
see fifty paces a-head. At Coleman’s Point the whole country 
appeared level; all the ice-fragments being covered with snow, we 
had much trouble in dragging through. Simeon therefore went on 
before us with his snow-shoes, to pick the best road. Having now 
but one driver who guided, and at the same time held the sleigh, 
we were every moment in danger of upsetting, and once were 
actually overturned. The men in the other sleigh, which stuck 
fast not far behind us, raised a great cry when they saw us fall; we 
however did not sustain the least injury, and were soon enabled to 
prosecute our journey. Unable to survey any considerable por- 
tion of the surrounding country, we turned towards the sea-coast 
to get into the neighborhood of the island Opernerviksoak, (i. e. 
the Great Spring-fishery,) and from thence, to direct our course 
towards the cave. At last we succeeded in finding that island, but 
as the snow did not cease, we progressed slowly, and soon despaired 
of lodging in the cavern. It was therefore deemed most advisable 
to turn towards Kongusak, a place where the Esquimaux from 
Okkak catch seals, and where they have built a hut. Matthew, an 
old inhabitant of Okkak, being well acquainted in these parts, took 
the lead. At half past 6, we rejoiced in gaining this spot, and 
finding four men from Okkak, who were hunting foxes. The house 
was truly a wretched one; yet such as it was, it afforded us some 
shelter. It was twelve feet square, and six and a half in height. 
The entrance being entirely blocked up by snow, we had to 
gain access through an opening in the roof. We and our men 
occupied the best part of the house, while the four Okkak hunters 
slept on the gears of our dogs, without any other covering than 
the clothes they wore. Our provision chest served us for a pillow. 
On taking leave of these men early next morning, (the 17th,) I 
sent a few lines by them to our friends at Okkak. Our aim was to 
get beyond Kiklapait to-day, and to take the nearest route thither, 
we bent our course towards the ocean again; yet we were soon 
compelled to follow a more inland direction, because our dogs, 
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owing to the great depth of the loose snow, sunk so deep at every 
step that we could hardly see them. 

No other alternative remained, but to look for a night’s lodging 
less remote, in the above-mentioned cave, where, very much 
fatigued, we arrived in the evening at 6 o’clock. But in order to 
gain access to the island from the sea-shore, it was found necessary 
first to tread out a path-way for ourselves, with or without snow 
shoes. We were truly thankful on once more regaining posses- 
sion of our former strong-hold. We had hardly commenced singing 
a hymn, after supper, when the dogs, (more than fifty in number,) 
began to howl in so dreadful a manner, as to cause the whole cave 
to re-echo. It seemed as though we had been suddenly besieged 
by a host of wolves and tigers; but within and around us, all was 
peace, and the presence of the Lorp was felt so powerfully, as to 
banish all terror. 

We rose at 6 o’clock on the morning of the 18th. While at 
breakfast, I inquired of the men, whether any European sister had 
ever before lodged in this cave? On receiving a negative answer, 
Isaid: Well then, let us, in memory of that incident on our journey, 
= this cave the name of ‘ Eleonorab Sinniktarvinga Kairosuk,’ 

. Eleanora’s Resting Place in the Cave. We started at 7, and 
found the roads across the cove far different from yesterday. 
During the night, the storm had swept away all the deep snow, and 
prepared an excellent path. In the mean time it continued snowing, 
and after the space of an hour, we again lost sight of the land. 
The snow storm driving from the mountains, increased in violence 
to such a degree, that the men had trouble enough to keep the sleigh 
upright. By this time we were come to the tremendous fragments 
of ice, mentioned above, and ran the risk of being overwhelmed 
among them, by the snow. In this highly critical situation, we all 
cried to the Lorn, that he*would extricate us out of this labyrinth; 
and when appearances were most threatening, I felt comforted by 
the assurance, that in the space of another hour, we should again 
behold the light of the sun. And so it was—for having traversed 
the half of our course along the mountains, the sky cleared off 
towards the south. In less than two hours more we had passed 
over the other half, and then met with good roads. We now eat 
and drank what we had prepared in the cave for our dinner, filled 
with joy and gratitude, that we were enabled to pass this dangerous 
place so safely. We had another rough passage farther on, and 
running swiftly, our sleigh struck with such force against the ice, 
that one of the runners broke. I beckoned to the other men, who 
were ata considerable distance ahead. We repaired the sleigh as 
well as we could, and were thankful that we had not encountered 
this accident on the worst part of the road, or during the most 
unpropitious weather. ‘Towards evening we had another snow- 
storm, that induced us to terminate our day’s journey at 5 o’clock, 
and to lodge at an Esquimaux winter habitation, belonging to our 

eople at Nain. 
On the 19th we cheerfully proceeded on our journey. While 
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passing between 2 islands, called Hillsburg and Rhode Island, 
about one and a half hour’s ride from Nain, I felt colder than on 
‘the whole journey; for the wind and snow shifted and drifted in 
every direction, so that we could in no wise screen ourselves suffi- 
ciently. The sun shone occasionally, and the snow with which 
we were covered, thus melting, froze immediately, and covered 
with icicles our faces and whole persons. Decorated with these 
appendages, we arrived safely at Nain, about half past 12 o’clock, 
full of gratitude to the Lorp, for all the mercy he had showed unto 
us on this perilous journey. 


[Translated for the Miss. Int. from German Accounts, printed 1828, No. 1.] 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


1. Curist1an Freperic Resewitz, a converted Jew, who departed 
this life at Berlin, Nov. 29th, 1764. 


I was born of Jewish parents, in Upper Silesia, in the year 
1695. My father, sustaining the office of Rabbi, gave instruction 
to adult males in the doctrines of Judaism. He made it a regular 
point on such occasions to dilate on the history of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, stating “‘ that he was born of Mary, and being come to years 
of maturity, appeared as a public teacher, performing many mira- 
cles on the blind, deaf, and lame, and even raising the dead, 
pretending to be the Messiah who was to redeem Israel. But that, 
when the high-priests and scribes had duly investigated the matter, 
they found, that under the disguise of Jenovan’s name, he had 
practised all manner of artifices, performing such deeds through 
Beelzebub, and whereas he had deluded multitudes of people, at- 
taching them to his cause, and making himself equal with Gop, 
they had condemned him to death according to the law of Moses, 
and suspended him ona cross. All this might have passed, had 
they not committed the egregious mistake of trusting the Gojim 
(Heathen) whom they set as a watch over hisgrave. These suffered 
themselves to be bribed by his adherents, who carried off his 
corpse, and reported that he was risen from the dead. Thus the 
last error had become worse than the first.” This story my 
Father often related on Friday before the Sabbath, with great 
zeal and pathos. Although but a child at that time, amusing 
myself with toys, I would still listen attentively to his narratives; 
and when in sleepless nights, I lay musing in bed, these stories 
would recur to my mind, and I would then say to myself: Perhaps, 
after all, it is true, and if so, Messtan is already come! For as 
the belief in the existence of Gop is implanted in all men, so it 
appears to be an innate idea among the Jews, that the Messian 
would come of the tribe of Judah. Such doubts dwelt upon my 
mind for a length of time. 
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One day, my father going abroad with me, and I lagging behind 
him at a distance, I got into the company of some wanton 
Catholic boys. They demanded money of me, and because I had 
none, they insisted [ should pray and say: “Jesus Curist !” 
some of the rest raising their whips in order to lash my bare legs. 
In the mean time my father happening to look back, they left me 
unmolested. On coming up to him, he inquired what the boys had 
required of me. I replied; “they would have me to worship 
Tholah.”* “ Did you submit to it?” “Ono!” “It is well for you,” 
he replied ; “for, do you see those clouds skimming along the 
sky? they are nothing but devils, who lie in wait for such as 
worship Tholah. Had you prayed to him, they would have carried 
you up into the air, and dragged you to the ends of the earth.” 
O, thought I within myself, it was lucky indeed that the boys did 
not whip me, or I might have submitted. I firmly resolved never 
to be guilty of that crime; for my father told me many similar 
marvellous tales, and among others such as had a reference to 
the sin of eating swine’s flesh. 

In 1709 my father died, and some years after I was put out to 
serve my.time with a merchant at Frankfort, onthe Oder. There 
I would call occasionally at a Christian neighbor’s house. He 
asked me one day: whether the Jews no longer thought of the 
Messian, and whether Gop was a liar in that he never fulfilled 
the promise. Having for several years banished such thoughts 
from my mind, this question raised my doubts afresh, yet I could not 
stay away from the man, and not only loved to hear him talk about 
the Messin, but even went so far as to introduce such discussions 
myself. One day, giving this neighbor to understand, that I did 
not mean to die as a Jew, he replied very urgently, that I should 
turn Christian on the spot, and not wait for the morrow; for I might 
die very soon, and then I would come short of my soul’s salvation. 
I promised to do so next day. On retiring to rest that night, I 
began to tremble all over; then had recourse to prayer, and fell 
asleep. On awaking early next morning, I felt very happy; I 
hastened to see my neighbor, who was just getting ready to go to 
the minister’s. We went together into the vestry room, where 

several ministers were assembled. Here for the first time in my 
life I heard a Christian sermon; I listened with fixed attention to 
the preacher; but I understood nota word. The congregation 
then began to sing; but with all my attention, I still could not 
comprehend any thing. At last I caught and retained these words ; 
“That dear-bought soul will never die, But safe to Abram’s bosom 
fly.” At this my heart leaped for joy ; all my doubts vanished, and 
my spirit shouted within me: “The Mess1au is come! Halle- 
lujah !” 

1 was baptized the 20th Sunday after Trinity 1716; immediately 
commenced learning a trade, and in 1719 went on my travels as a 
journeyman. At Halle I heard Professor Franke preach, and from 





* Meaning the crucified Jzsus of Nazareth. 
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him I learned the nature and necessity of true conversion. I then 


-endeavored to lead a godly life, but I never once suspected that I 


lacked true faith in the sufferings and death of Curist. I thought 
it was enough to believe the fact, that he had come to be the 
Messiah as foretold by the prophets; that Gop must be satisfied 
with the deficiencies of my character, in consideration of my 
human frailty, and that Curist’s merits would supply all that was 
wanting in my practice. I often went to the Orphan House, and 
learned to pray fluently ; but my heart remaining unimpressed, all 
my exercises profited me nothing ; I sank deeper into the mire of 
sin, and almost despaired of my reformation. 

In 1726 I entered the married state at Berlin, seriously deter- 
mined to change my life and habits. My wife was pleased with 
my determination ; we applied to a pious minister for instruction, 
—often read the Bible and other edifying books, and esteemed 
ourselves better than-others ; but faith in Jesus’ sufferings and 
blood, whereby we are redeemed from eternal death, continued a 
mystery to us. Still a certain something remained upon our con- 
sciences, which subverted the foundation of our visionary piety. 
When in 1738 Count Zinzendorf and his company arrived at Ber- 
lin, [became acquainted with the late Brother Lintrup, from whom 
I learned, that the object of their visit was, to promote vital godli- 
ness among the piously disposed of that city. The Count’s dis- 
courses, however, were so unintelligible to me, that I could not 
comprehend his views. One dark evening, on leaving the meet- 
ing-house, I happened to walk alongside of several gentlemen, 
when I overheard one of them saying: “The Lord Jesus is the 
Count’s patron!” That remark grieved me, because it was spoken 
in a sarcastic tone, and I thought: “* Would that He were my 
patron—then I should soon be relieved!” From that hour I re- 
solved to adopt Jesus as my patron. I accordingly often retired 
to my closet to commune with him; I studied the Bible, and read 
those hymns with which I had become familiar at Halle, and felt 
as in spring when the opening flowers put forth their fragrance. 
One night while deeply meditating on Jesus of Nazareth, those two 
passages from Isaiah’s fifty-third chapter occurred to me: ‘* Who 
hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lorp re- 
vealed.” ‘ He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities.””. The subject so deeply affected me, that I 
wept aloud, and prayed for that faith of which the prophet speaks 
at the opening of the chapter—so that my wife, thinking I spoke 
thus in my sleep, felt nota little alarmed. But on relating to her 
all the circumstances, she held her peace. 

Here his narrative abruptly terminates. The congregation at 
Berlin have added the following particulars : 

From this time forward he became more and more acquainted 
with the Brethren, and was among the first to juin the Church. It 
is doubtful whether “ Curist crucified” was at the beginning the 
constant theme of his admiration and praise; but that such was 


the case during the latter years of his life, we are fully satisfied. 
Vor. IV.=11 
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We rejoiced to see him delight more and more in this subject. 
On every occasion he acknowledged that still his love to Curist 
was much too faint, and that he too easily lost sight of the views 
exhibited in the fifty-third of Isaiah. We loved him, as one of the 
first fruits from among the Jewish nation ; who further proved the 
reality of his conversion by not being given to chaffering, as his 
countrymen are. Nov. 25th, 1764, he was present at the adminis- 
tration of the Lord’s Supper, and during the thanksgiving service, 
next day, he was so deeply affected that he almost wept aloud. 
On the 28th he attended the evening meeting as usual, and next 
morning he suddenly, quietly, and happily departed this life, in the 
70th year of his age. 


{From German Accounts, printed 1823, No. IV.) 


2. Anne Exizazernu Lier, a poor cripple, who departed this life 
at Gnadau, October 23, 1821. 


I was born in the year 1752, at Prettin. At the tender age of 
four years I lost my father, and that same year I had the misfor- 
tune to fall froma table, which afterwards caused a lameness. 
The first text of Scripture which I committed to memory at school, 
was: *“ Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy—for unto 
you is born this day a Saviour!” I mused a great deal upon the 
subject, and on coming home, asked my mother concerning its 
import. The answer she gave me, made a deep impression upon 
my mind, and drew tears from my eyes. On another occasion, 
when I had to recite that verse : 

“ Round his pierced feet P’ll cling, 
Him I seek with love most tender, 
And accurs’d be ev’ry thing 
Which my seeking Him would hinder,” 
I burst into a flood of tears, and the schoolmaster, to whom I could 
hardly return an answer, was so deeply affected, that he wept with 
me. Thus already in my infant days did I feel the drawings of 
the Hoty Sririr. My mother, who had married a second time, 
departed this life when I was 9 years old, and so helpless that I 
needed the assistance of crutches in walking. Her dying charge 
tome: “ Be mindful of the Lorp thy Gop all thy days, and let not 
thy will be set to sin !” remained indelibly fixed upon my memo- 
ry, as wellas the exhortation of my faithful step-father on his 
death-bed, when he thus addressed us: “Children! do not put off 
your repentance to a sick bed; for then you will have enough to 
do with the disease of the body !”’ My step-mother, to whom he 
had been married but half a year, could not procure me a sufficient 
maintenance, and I was therefore compelled to beg my bread at 
other people’s gates. One day while hobbling painfully along on 
my crutches, on my way to a village in quest of bread, I sat down 
under a tree, and with many tears thus addressed myself to Gop 
Almighty: “ that He who had formerly healed so many that were 
lame and cripples, would vouchsafe to help me so far that I could 
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earn my bread, and needed no longer live by begging.” I received 
‘comfort, and the certain assurance in my mind, that He would help 
me. I arose, laid the one crutch aside, and to the surprise of all 
who knew and saw me, I was enabled to walk without it; and 
after the lapse of half a year I could throw aside the other also. 

Subsequently, while earning my bread by the labor of my hands, 
{ fell into a sinful course of life, and the Lorp again visited me 
with sickness. I took the measles, and survived the disease, but 
my whole body was afterwards covere -d with an eruption. The 
strangers, with whom I served, sent me to my aunt to be cured, 
who had recourse to an external remedy. She made me creep 
into a bake-oven that was pretty well heated, shut the door, and 
left me. Very soon I was seized with horror at my situation; I 
attempted to get out, but all my efforts were in vain. I cried to 
Gop to help me, and lo! all of a sudden I was able to open the 
door of the oven. In the meantime, night had set in, and I en- 
deavored to screen‘myself against taking cold by creeping into 
a stable among the straw. Notwithstanding this precaution, I was 
taken sick again, and for two years could not speak louder than 
in a whisper. However, I recovered so far as to enter the service 
of a surgeon, who treated me very kindly. I was once more taken 
ill, when the physician declared that my disease would terminate 
my life ; but I very confidently replied: “No, I shall not die ; I 
must first be converted.” After being once more actually restcred 
to health, I was often made the butt of ridicule on account of this 
declaration ; I however maintained the sentiment, and insisted 
that 1 must become a new creature—lived several years a very 
= and retired life, and entered the services of the pious wife of 

a skipper. ‘Together with several other souls in this place, she 
was in connexion with the Brethren’s Church, and at my request, 
she once took me to one of their meetings, in which I could not 
refrain from tears. The minister observing this, afterwards asked 
me the reason, and advised me to address myself to the Saviour, 
poor and wretched as I might feel; for He would most certainly 
give me relief. This I could not believe ; my anguish increased, 
and one day while engaged in dipping water out of the boat, des- 
pair suggested the idea of putting an end to my life. With a fixed 
look, I viewed the current beneath me, and was on the point of 
taking the fatal plunge, when the thought suddenly struck me that 
I was not the author of my existence, and would therefore commit 
a great crime by putting an end to my life. I ran horror-struck 
into the cabin, took up a book, hastily opened it. and found the 
following lines of a hymn : 

“ Away, my heart, with that dire thought, 
As though thou wert accurst ; 


The mercy of our God is fraught 
With comfort for the worst.” 


I now hastened home, threw myself at the feet of my Saviour, and 
earnestly besought him to have mercy upon me ; and he graciously 
gave me the assurance that my sins were forgiven. It was at this 
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time that the desire to become a member of the Brethren’s Church 
first arose in my mind ; but it was not till five years later that my 
wish could be gratified, when I received permission to live at Gna- 
dau. Darkness subsequently once more overwhelmed me, and I 
even resolved to leave the congregation; the Saviour, however, 
again guided my wandering steps into the path of peace, and so 
graciously assisted me in temporals, that I cannot find words to 
express his goodness. Thus, through the teachings of his holy 
spirit, I gradually learned to realize the blessedness of committing 
myself wholly to him, and daily receiving out of his fulness grace 
for grace. 

Here ends her narrative. During the last period of her life of 
near 70 years, she was completely disabled, and confined to the 
sick room ; still she continued even in this state, as long as possible, 
to labor with her hands for a livelihood. Many kind and bene- 
ficent friends cheerfully and largely assisted her, until her sufferings 
were terminated by a happy departure from this vale of tears. 


3. REMARKABLE PreseRvATION oF Lire, related by Jacob Planta, 
afterwards a Missionary in the West Indies. 


At the age of about four years, I experienced a remarkable pre- 
servation of my life. Iran out of our house, with a spoon in my 
hand, to lake Wetter, (in Sweden,) which was near at hand. Here 
I seated myself on the extreme edge of a broad board, which was 
fixed above the water. With my spoon I threw up the water into 
the air, and observed with delight the drops falling down like 
pearls. A woman who was just then drawing water from the lake, 
called to me to be on my guard; to which I replied, I would not 
fallin. But scarcely had she returned to her house, when she 
heard me plunge into the water. She hastened back to the lake, 
jumped in after me, and with much difficulty sueceeded in laying 
hold of my hair and drawing me ovt. She carried me for dead to 
my parents, who, with the whole family, were deeply affected. 
Meanwhile, being put into a warm bed, I after some time revived, 
and was completely restored. 


. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE EDITOR. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER PETER RICKSECKER, 
MISSIONARY IN JAMAICA, DATED 


Mesopotamia, Dec. 11th, 1830. 

My Dear Brotner,—You are undoubtedly informed of my 
removal from Tobago to Jamaica. We left Tobago the Ist of 
July, and had a dangerous passage of 12 days to Barbadoes. 
Here we had to wait four weeks for the arrival of the Jamaica 
packet, and to my great regret, I was all the time ill of the jaun- 
dice. After taking leave of the Brethren, particularly of Brother 
and Sister Taylor, whose kindness we shall never forget, we went 
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on board the packet, Aug. 13th, and arrived safely at Kingston, 
-where I was again taken sick ; but through the mercy of our Sa- 
viour, I was in a few days enabled to proceed to Fairfield. Our 
gracious Lord raised up friends for us, in the Rev. Mr. Barton at 
Kingston, and the Rev. Mr. Philippo at Spanishtown. Very much 
fatigued, we reached Fairfield, where we were welcomed by the 
Brethren Ellis and Pemsel. This is a handsome spot, and on very 
elevated ground. The church is neat, has a small steeple, an or- 
gan, &c. About 2000 negroes attend here, who live scattered to 
the distance of 12 miles around. We tarried four weeks, on ac- 
count of our health, and found the air sometimes so cool, that a 
little fire would not be amiss. Descending from the mountains, 
we went on to New Eden, where Brother Pfeiffer labors. Itisa 
warm, but neat place ; the school prospers, and above 1000 negroes 
are here under the care of the Brethren. From hence we pro- 
ceeded to Springvale, the dwelling of Brother and Sister Zorn, who 
have a warm friend in Mr. Farquharson. After a few days hap- 
pily spent together, we travelled on to New Carmel, where we 
were welcomed by the Brethren Scholefieldand Renkewitz. In this 
neighborhood we have several friends, among the rest Mr. and 
Mrs. Scott. At Hopeton, the residence of that gentleman, negro 
children of four years read pretty well in the New Testament, and 
Mrs. Scott takes great pains to make them understand the Scrip- 
tures. They also sing “Hosanna” in double chorus, and many 
other anthems. There are several places open to receive laborers 
of our Church, but we are still too few in number to avail ourselves 
of every offer. Mesopotamia is 6 miles from Savanna La Mar, and 
20 from New Carmel. A mission was established here, many 
years ago, but had to be abandoned after some time, until of late, 
when the Brethren Scholefield and Zorn have again visited the 
place alternately every fortnight. We have 33 members of the 
Church here, and the Lorp’s own good time appears to have come, 
to revive this station also. As yet, there is great darkness pre- 
vailing among the negroes ; but our hope is in the Lorp. It has 
pleased him, however, to send us a trial at the very outset. Sis- 
ter Ricksecker was taken so ill with a violent fever, that we all 
expected her departure, and she thought so herself; but she is now 
recovering, for which I humbly thank our gracious Lorp. O 
might I prove the more faithful ! 1 A colored woman kindly offer- 
ed to attend to my sick wife ; and the poor negroes were daily 
inquiring, “how Misses do?” —saying “they pray the good Massa 
to make her well again.” Mrs. Scott also showed us every 
attention. Thus the Lorp provides friends in a land of strangers. 
Brother Zorn likewise had a severe fit of sickness, but is again able 
to do duty. Brother and Sister Light, at Irwin, I have not yet 
had the pleasure of seeing. He is, I believe, our senior Missionary 
in these Islands. No doubt we unite in praying for one another, 
and will not cease to do so, until we can say, We have conquered 
through the blood of the Lamb! Your affectionate Brother, 
Peter RICKSECKER, 
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FROM BROTHER JACOB ZORN, MISSIONARY IN JAMAICA, DATED 


Springvale, March 14th, 1831. 

My Dear Brotuer,—Your letter of Jan. 19th was received a 
fortnight ago, for which our best thanks are due. To those kind 
benefactors who contributed so handsomely towards our chapel, 
we beg you to return our grateful acknowledgments. May the 
Lorp reward them tenfold into their own bosoms! As it regards 
the progress of our missionary work in this island, we can testify 
that the Lorp is pleased to use our feeble instrumentality for res- 
cuing many souls from the chains of Satan ; and we trust that the 
present aspect of things in Jamaica is towards the fulfilment of that 
prophecy : “I will give thee the Heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” 

Our six congregations are all, more or less, increasing in num- 
bers and in spiritual life. The total of souls under our charge is 
about 5000. Of these, Fairfield contains at least 2000, and is in- 
creasing every week by new inquirers after the way of salvation. 
New Eden continues a light amid surrounding darkness, and New 
Carmel isa very interesting and blessed station. Irwin Hill, where 
our dear brother Light has been laboring faithfully for 15 years, 
does not increase so fast in numbers, but love to our adorable Re- 
deemer warms the hearts of the flock. As to our own station, 
which is to be called New-Fulnec, when the chapel is finished, we 
have reason to rejoice; about 150 have given in their names for 
baptism or church-membership, in the first twelvemonth of our 
residence in this place—blessed be the name of the Lorp! Onan 
average, 200 persons attend our public service in the family man- 
sion, and when our chapel is completed, we cannot but hope there 
willbe more. The walls of the building are finished, and this week 
we expect to see the roof raised. The corner-stone, as you will 
have heard, was laid on the 10th of August; but when the house 
will be ready for consecration, we cannot as yet determine, for 
every thing connected with building is very uncertain in Jamaica. 
The chape) is situated on the rise of the mountains, about 700 feet 
above the plain, and commands an extensive view over the sur- 
rounding country, with the beautifully verdant cane-pieces of the 
sugar estate Y. S., between which a river of the same name glides 
circuitously, lying like a map at your feet. I lately accompanied 
our Christian friend, Mr. Farquharson, to his coffee and ginger 
property in the central mountains of the interior, and deeper woods 
and more profound solitude I never beheld. Leaving the culti- 
vated districts of the Nassau, you ascend the mountains by a winding 
track for 8 miles, without any signs of cultivation, except around 
one small dwelling ; and when at last arrived at the settlement, 
the world seems quite shut out. Standing on the hill, where the 
dwelling-house is erected, nothing but a wide waste of foliage 
meets the eye far and near ; but the sweetness of the climate com. 
pensates forall. In the evening, I had an opportunity of address- 
ing the negroes, and hearing the children repeat the catechism. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Scott return your salutations very affectionately. 
Sister Zorn wishes to be kindly remembered, in which she is cor- 
dially joined by your very affectionate Brother, 

Jacos Zorn. 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


Recent Missionary Intelligence, from the latest Weekly Reports, 
to No. 8, 1831. 

1. Surrnam.—Letters from Paramaribo state, that since Easter, 
1829, there had been baptized 164 negroes, 18 received, and 167 
admitted to the Lord’s table. The congregation numbered up- 
wards of 1800 baptized individuals, and 500 candidates for baptism 
and new people. 

Brother Voigt, who labors at Voorzorg on Saramaka, had to 
combat with serious difficulties, arising from opposition on the part 
of some overseers, and the Roman priests ; but likewise met with 
encouragements, in his visits to the sick, and in his regular tour of 
duty to different plantations. The Brethren are negotiating with 
Government relative to the building of a church and dwelling. 
They have also been requested to attend to the negroes in Fort 
Amsterdam, and the Commandant has appropriated part of the 
premises (outside of the fort) fora place of worship. All the Go- 
vernment negroes are committed to the care of the Brethren, who 
are likewise commissioned to visit the prisoners regularly. 

At Berg en Daal, a plantation on the Upper Surinam, in the out- 
skirts of the Colony, about 90 miles from the city of Paramaribo, 
the negroes are becoming very desirous to hear the Gospel. Some 
of them have been partially instructed by a grandson of John Ara- 
bini, a conspicuous character in the early history of our Mission in 
South America. Brother and Sister Genth visited the place in 
Nov. last, when an aged negro, who had repeatedly been to the 
city, was baptized on a sick bed, as the first fruits of that new and 
promising field. 

At Christmas, the meetings at Paramaribo were uncommonly 
well attended, and 18 adults were baptized. From Berg en Daal 
19 negroes came to the city to celebrate this festival of the Chris- 
tianChurch. Their eagerness to improve this privilege was truly 
encouraging. 

2. Sourn Arrica.—The following statement of the number of 
Hottentots, Caffres, Tambookies, &c. belonging to our different 
stations, at the close of 1829, conveys some idea of the extent of 
that Mission : 


Gnadenthal, - - . - = 1322 
Groenekloof, - - - . ‘ 563 
Enon, - - - - : - 493 
Elim, - : . és 7 - 165 
Hemel-en-Aarde, ‘ ‘ ‘ 120 


Klipplaat, (Shiloh,) 
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At Gnadenthal, an infant-schoo] had been opened with upwards 
of 80 children. Several young Hottentots, instructed by Brother 
Hallbeck, were to act as assistants. After a damp season, more 
favorable to vegetation than to health, a dreadful hail-storm 
ravaged the fields in October ; but the gardens and vineyards were 
spared. The Missionaries, who had been ailing, were mostly 
recovered. 

At Enon, no rain had fallen for 11 months, and many of our Hot- 
tentots had to seek their subsistence elsewhere ; until more re- 
cently, the refreshing showers that fell, once more invited agricul- 
tural labors. ‘The memorial day of the married people had been a 
season of special blessings. At Elim, 4 persons were baptized at 
Easter, 1830. The school was attended by 37 children. The 
number of lepers at Hemel-en-Aarde amounted to 109. Recently 
11 were baptized. At Shiloh, the new station on the Klipplaat 
river, the preaching of the cross approved itself as the power of 
God. Among 9 candidates for baptism was a brother of the Tam- 
bookie chief Bauana; and among the new people, 2 Amakoobies, 
who had been driven from the interior towards the Colony, by an 
incursion of the Fetkannas. 

About the latter end of September the chief Bauana was mur- 
dered, probably by a party from the horde of Chelalis. At this 
time a number of Tambookies removed to Shiloh, which now 
contains 192 inhabitants. "When Mapas, the son of Bauana, seemed 
disposed to order these people away, they declared, to a man, they 
would rather die than give up the Gospel. Fields and gardens 
were flourishing, under a successful system of irrigation. 

3. Greentanp.—The Missionaries at the two Southern stations 
had been well in general. The past season was a distinguished 
time at Lichtenau, both as it respects the meetings of the flock, and 
the individual walk and conversation of old and young. The num- 
ber of communicants was 280,—total 672 belonging to that station, 
inclusive of 18 unbaptized persons. The late sickly season had 
carried off 35 Greenlanders. A new edition of the Greenland Har- 
mony of the four Gospels gave great satisfaction. 

At Fredericksthal, the building of the new church could not be 
completed for want of materials, which was the more to be regret- 
ted, as the rain penetrated the roof of the temporary place of wor- 
ship. The number of Greenlanders on that station was 350, in- 
cluding 70 who were yet unbaptized. Thirty-one Heathen had 
moved thither in the fall; and frequent instances of the power of 
divine grace in the conversion of these savages, encouraged the 
Missionaries to persevere. 

4. Danisn West Inpia Istanps.—The extensive Missionary 
work in these three Islands continues to prosper. The attendance 
of the negroes, during the Passion-week and Easter (1830) was 
peculiarly encouraging. Heavy rains proved destructive to the 
crops, and injurious to health. The building of the new Mission- 
house at Friedenthal, St. Croix, the corner-stone of which had 
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been laid on the 29th of July, was progressing. In the night of 
August 12th to 13th, they were visited by a hurricane, which 
spared the buildings, but damaged the fields and gardens. 

The first prayer-day this year, at Niesky, St. ‘Thomas, was a 
distinguished season. The church was filled to an unusual degree, 
and the Missionaries felt greatly encouraged. 

[A recent letter states, that a young Missionary couple, Brother 
and Sister Duelberg, with their infant, departed this life within two 
months of each other ; and several Missionaries had been ill of 
fevers.—Ed. Miss. Intelligencer. ] 


From the Monthly Reports for January, February, March, and 
April, 1831. 


5. New-Fatrrietp, U. C.—Our last letters from that station 
are dated Jan. 22d, 1831, when the Missionaries enjoyed good 
health. The celebration of Christmas had been attended by seve- 
ral Heathen Indians. Some of our children for the first time re- 
cited English verses; and the singing of hymns and musical pieces, 
accompanied by a piano forte, was very animating. On that 
solemn festival of the Church, an Indian called Tulpe (the Tortoise) 
was baptized, and named Zacharias ; and on Epiphany, a young 
female, Noah’s wife, became a partaker of the same ordinance, 
being named Anna Paulina. Several persons who had been ex- 
cluded, were again received. The good attendance of the Indians 
on these festal occasions was encouraging. A new bell (purchased 
at New-York) for the first time on New-year’s eve called the con- 
gregation together. Previous to Epiphany, the Missionaries con- 
versed with the adult residents indiv idually, and admonished them 
to be faithful in improving their privileges. The Lord’s Supper 
was then administered, to which one person was readmitted, and 
two became candidates. 

The schools of the Indian children, throughout the fall and win- 
ter, were regularly taught by the Brethren Haman and Miksch, 
and cheerfully attended by the majority of the scholars. Agreea- 
bly to the wishes of their parents, they now learn to read English, 
for which purpose the Sunday School Primers, brought from New- 
York by Brother Miksch, prove very serviceable. An increasing 
taste for learning is obvious, and the progress of the pupils more 
perceptible. The Indian men were busy, while the weather was 
favorable, in preparing the timbers for a new Mission-house,—a 
task in which they engaged with great alacrity ; and the snow, 
which fell in January, bid fair to aid them in conveying the mate- 
rials to the spot. 

At the close of the year 1830, the inhabitants of New-Fairfield 
amounted to 218, viz: 


Communicants, - : : * 38 
Other baptized adults, . ° 2 te 73 
Baptized children, = - - . 68 
Unbaptized adults and children, . - 39 


Vou. IV.—12 
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In the course of that year, there have been baptized 5 adults and 
5 children; received 3, and readmitted 4 ; admitted to the Lord’s 
table 3; departed this life, 6 adults and 7 children. 


OBITUARY NOTICES. 


1. Brother John Johansen, recently called from St. Kitts to 
superintend our Mission in Antigua, departed this life at St. Johns, 
April 16th, 1830, aged 56 years. On Good Friday, April 9th, he 
had paid his first visit to Mountjoy, and there addressed a nu- 
merous and attentive auditory. ‘The day following, he was taken 
sick, and though tenderly sympathizing with his dear wife, who 


fectly resigned as to the result, whether it be for life or death. 
The numerous attendance which distinguished his funeral, and 
the many tears shed on the occasion, testified the love and esteem 
entertained for this humble and affectionate Missionary. His long 
labors in St. Kitts will be remembered with gratitude, and the loss 
of his services in Antigua is painfully felt. 

2. Brother Samuel T. Benade, a venerable Bishop of the United 
Brethren’s Church, departed this life at Gracehill, Ireland, Dec. 
30th, 1830, in the 85th year of his age. 


BOARDING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG GENTLEMEN AT NAZARETH HALL, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


The annual examination of the pupils in this Institution, which 
was established by the United Brethren’s Church nearly 50 years 
ago, took place on the 17th of June, in presenee of the Trustees 
of the School, the parents of the scholars, and other friends and 
patrons. The number of boarders was between 50 and 60, and 
the day scholars about 30. The proficiency of the pupils was 
such as to do credit to their teachers and themselves. We take 
the liberty of recommending this Institution to the patronage of 
the Christian public. 

At the same place is also located a Theological Seminary of 
the United Brethren, in which 12 young men are at present pur- 
suing their studies. May the blessing of the Lorp rest upon this 
nursery of the Church! 


THE DAILY WORDS AND DOCTRINAL TEXTS OF THE BRETHREN’S 
CONGREGATIONS—I831. 


The commencement of a second century in the annual publica- 
tion of this selection of Scripture Texts for each day in the year, 
calls for an expression of gratitude to Gop our Saviour for the 
benefits which have resulted from this publication, which appears 
annually in three European languages ; and for the divine blessing 
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which continues to rest on its daily perusal, both by the members 
of the Brethren’s Church, and by a numerous circle of their Chris- 
tian friends of other communities. The idea originated in the mind 
of the late Count Zinzendorf, who will be held in grateful remem- 
brance, while the renewed Unity of the Brethren exists. Soon 
after the spiritual revival of the Moravian Emigrants, whom he 
had received on his estate at Berthelsdorf in Upper Lusatia, a 
district of Saxony ; and while Herrnhut, [as the first settlementof 
these descendants of the ancient Bohemian and Moravian Brethren 
was called,] became an asylum of an iacreasing number of persons 
from various places, seeking, together with the salvation of their 
souls, the means of daily edification in Christian fellowship, Count 
Zinzendorf, among other methods for promoting and keeping alive 
the spirit of devotedness to Gop, adopted, as early as May 3d, 
1728, the custom of giving to the Congregation at Herrnhut, a 
daily watch-word, as, in allusion to a military practice, it was 
called. “One of the Elders, in the sequel, visited each family 
every morning. Before he took his round, he went to the Minis- 
ter, who, from a selection of texts written on slips of paper, gave 
him one, designed to supply the congregation with a subject of 
meditation for the day. The visiter, when he entered the house, 
read this text to the inmates, addressing a suitable exhortation. 
In 1731, a beginning was made to print this collection, and in 1740 
it was enlarged by the addition of a second text for each day. 

Since then, this practice has been regularly continued. The selec- 
tion is made by the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, in a full 
meeting of the Board, and sufficiently early in the preceding year 
to be forwarded in time to their several congregations and Mis- 
sionary stations. It consists of two ae the former containing 
texts from the Old Testament, and the latter from the New, with 
the addition of a few lines from a hymn, by way of antiphone, and 
personal application. The former texts, called the Daily Words, 
are drawn from a very numerous collection, while the latter are 
chosen from the books of the New Testament, and are designedly 
adapted to days and subjects of commemoration in the Christian 
Church in general, or in the Brethren’s Unity in particular. As 
the texts are varied every year, almost every passage of Holy 
Writ, profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, is, in course of time, introduced ; 
while those texts which teach the essential doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith, occur more frequently. 

‘<In the estimation of the Brethren, the value of this collection 
has been confirmed by the experience of a century. Not to men- 
tion the benefit derived from it by individuals in their private devo- 
tions, it has served to cherish a communion of feeling and spiritual 
enjoyment in the Church, however widely its members are sepa- 
rated from each other. Often, also, have the texts for a particular 
day or week, been strikingly adapted to minister comfort or en- 
couragement to congregations and individuals, on occasions of 
peculiar trial ; so much so, that if these trying occurrences could 
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have been previously known, it would have been almost impossible 
to have selected a passage from the Bible, either of warning, or 
admonition, or promise, more suited to the circumstances of the 
afflicted congregation or individual.”” See Holmes’ History of 
the Protestant Church of the United Brethren, Vol. I. page 295. 
May this manual of daily devotion continue; and, by the blessing 
of Gop, in an increasing measure become a bond of brotherly union 
to many ; may those who open it in the morning of each day, 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, have hope ; may 
they, instead of confining their attention to the isolated passages 
in this book, be moved diligently to search the sacred volume in 
all its parts, under the guidance of that Spirit by whose inspiration 
holy men of Gop spake and wrote ; and may a united sacrifice of 
prayer and praise be thus made to ascend to Gop from many hearts! 


| From Bishop Risler’s “ Select Narratives, &c.”’] 


NARRATIVE OF EVENTS IN BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA, PRIOR TO 
THE ORIGIN OF THE UNITED BRETHREN’S CHURCH IN THOSE 
COUNTRIES. 


For about three hundred and seventy years, a Society has been 
known in Christendom, calling itself “‘The Unitas Fratrum,” the 
Unity of the Brethren, or the United Brethren. 

This appellation, in its true sense, properly belongs to the whole 
Church of Jesus Curist on earth, being the general assembly of 
those, who, with full purpose of heart, believe in him. Taken 
collectively, they have from the beginning formed the Unity of 
the Brethren. Our Lorp Jesus Curist, who purchased his Church 
unto himself by his own blood, and is her only founder, gave her 
that name, when he said, ‘One is your Master, even Curist, and 
all ye are brethren.” (Matt. xxiii. 8.) That prayer, in which, 
shortly before he resigned himself unto death for us, he delivered, 
as it were, his last will and testament to his heavenly Father, 
expressly declares it to be his will, that his disciples, and all those 
who might believe on him through their word, “should be one, 
even as he and the Father were one.” (John xvii. &c.) He died 
for this purpose also, * that he should gather together in one the 
children of Gop, that were scattered abroad.” (John xi.52.) The 
members of the first Christian congregations called each other 
Brethren and Sisters. The visible Church was therefore, even 
in the days of the apostles, a Unity of the Brethren, and con- 
tinued to be such as long as Christians in general were liable to 
be persecuted by magistrates, spoiled of their possessions, tor- 
tured, and put to death for Curist’s sake; for in those days few 

were willing to confess the name of Jesus and his doctrine, who 
did not believe in him from the heart, and were not ready, from 
love to him and his people, to make a sacrifice of all earthly ob- 
jects, and even of life itself. Thus the assembly of the first 
Christians, in the true sense of the phrase, and as to their real 
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character, constituted a Unity of the Brethren, though not known 
by that name. 

During the reign of Constantine, who ruled sole monarch over 
the ‘immense extent of the Roman empire, in Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, and who in some degree had been convinced of the truth 
of the Gospel, the persecutions against the Christians ceased 
almost every where. By degrees, whole nations adopted the doc- 
trines of Cuxist, though with many, if not with most, their con- 
version consisted merely in outward profession, without any cor- 
responding reform of heart and conduct. 

On this change of outward circumstances, the number of faithful 
Bishops and Elders of the Church, who in their own souls had 
experienced the Gospel to be “* the power of Gop unto salvation,” 
an who loved the Lorp Jesus in sincerity, began to decrease, 
and others arose, who, chiefly intent upon acquiring honor and 
influence, riches and power, mixed Heathen philosophy with the 
pure doctrines of the Gospel, and introduced a variety of useless 
and superstitious ceremonies into the service of the Church ; in 
consequence of which, ignorance and depravity of morals soon 
became general among the people at large, especially in the 
Western provinces. 

Yet in the midst of this corrupted mass, our Saviour preserved 
his own peculiar Church ; that Church, against which, as he him- 
self declared, “the gates of hell should not prevail.” Its mem- 
bers continued steadfast in the doctrines of Curist and his apos- 
tles, and endeavored to follow them in their lives ; many of them 
living in obscurity, among the fast degenerating multitude of 
nominal Christians. Some, in order to promote the salvation of 
their souls, withdrew into the wilderness, and led solitary lives, at 
a distance from human society. Others again seceded from the 
national Church, and formed, in various places, separate congre- 
gations; among whom they strove to maintain the doctrines and 
constitution of the primitive apostolicChurches. These, however, 
were persecuted by the domineering bishops and their adherents, 
and compelled to fly into foreign countries, because they would not 
acquiesce in the introduction of increasing errors and abuses, but 
bore their testimony against them, according to the Scriptures. 
This was particularly the case in the Western provinces of the 
Roman empire, where the influence and power of the Bishop or 
Pope of Rome rose to such a height, that at last he exalted him- 
self to be the head over all Christendom, and over all other bishops 
and ministers of the Church. 

The Patriarch of Constantinople, and the bishops in the Eastern 
provinces, refusing to acknowledge the sovereignty of the Roman 
Pontiff, and to adopt his unscriptural doctrines and other innova- 
tions, their resistance occasioned, in the ninth century, a total 
separation between the Oriental Greek and the Western Latin 
Churches, which continues to this day. 

To the Greek Church adhered the Sclavonian nations, including 
the Moravians and Bohemians, among whom the Church of the 
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United Brethren was first formed. We shall therefore present our 
readers with an account of the manner in which the Sclavonian 
nations became proselytes to the Christian religion. 

Already in the days of the apostles, the Gospel of Jesus Curist 
was preached in Illyricum and Dalmatia. St. Paul informs us, 
(Romans xv. 19,) “that from Jerusalem, and round about unto 
Illyricum, he had fully preached the Gospel of Curist.” And 
in his Second Epistle to Timothy, ch. iv. ver. 10, “ that Titus had 
departed unto Dalmatia,” without doubt to convert the Heathen 
inhabitants to the faith of Curist, or to promote the knowledge 
of the truth among such as had already received the Gospel. In 
the history of the second and third centuries we read of bishops 
and martyrs from those countries. 

It was not the aim of the apostles and their successors, that 
whole nations, without true conversion, should adopt the Christian 
religion as the established religion of the country, and that all, 
even the unconverted, should accede to the Christian system. 
The believers in Illyricum therefore lived dispersed among their 
Pagan neighbors, in larger or smaller societies. 

In the third century, [llyricum was subdued by the Goths, and 
afterwards by the Sclavi or Sclavonian tribes, and by them wrested 
from the Greek empire. Its new masters, finding already Chris- 
tian congregations in the country, by degrees were induced to 
receive the Gospel. In the year 680, Illyrian bishops were ex- 
pected at the sixth council held at Constantinople, but they 
refuged to attend, being unwilling to countenance the worship of 
saints, to whose images even then was paid a reverence approach- 
ing to adoration. 

It was not, however, before the ninth century, that the whole of the 
Sclavonian nation adopted the Christian religion ; and it pleased 
Gop that a woman of the highest rank should be the instrument. 
The Bulgarians were one of the most powerful of the Sclavonian 
tribes, and being the nearest neighbors to the Greek empire, they 
continually harassed the latter by their incursions. It happened 
that in one of these wars, the sister of Bogaris, king of the Bul- 

arians, was taken captive by the imperial troops, and carried to 
Deastentinesio. This event, which at first appeared most calami- 
tous, proved both to her and to her whole nation, the occasion of 
their rejecting Paganiem, and embracing Christianity. Being a 
royal captive, she was instructed in the Christian doctrines, of the 
truth of which she became so deeply convinced, that she requested 
to be baptized; and when in 815 the Greek emperor Michael UL. 
made peace with the Bulgarians, she returned to her brother Bo- 
ria, &@ plows and gealows Christian | and endeavored to convert 
a aleo to the faith of Cunter In thie view, che wrote to Con 
stantineple, and begged thet Christian teachers might be sent to 
imetruct her aad her brother in consequence of which two plowe 
end learned bishops of the Greek Church, Cyritles end Wethodias, 
were deputed for the purpose. Begeris, whe hed till then resisted 
conve ive, csnssives @ particular affection’ fur Methodius, whe, 
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being a celebrated painter, was desired by him to paint a picture 
exhibiting a number of horrible devices. Methodius took advan- 
tage of this singular request to promote the king’s conversion. 
He presented him with a picture of the end of the world, and of 
the last judgment, which he had painted in a manner so much 
calculated to excite horror, and explained so emphatically, that 
Bogaris was awakened, believed on Jesus Curist both as the judge 
and redeemer of the world, and was baptized by the name of 
Michael, in honor of his benefactor, the Greek emperor. His 
subjects, some from choice, and some from constraint, followed the 
example of their sovereign, and adopted the religion and ceremo- 
nies of the Greek Church. 

In the year 860, two Greek bishops prevailed likewise on Sua- 
topluk, King of Moravia, to embrace the Christian religion ; and 
their preaching was attended with such success, that ina short 
time Christian congregations were established in that country, and 
many churches built. Methodius was appointed first Bishop of 
Wehlehrad, the capital of Moravia, now called Olmutz. He 
regulated the Church service according to the Greek ritual, and 
perfurmed it in the Sclavonian, being the native language. To 
Cyrillus is attributed that translation of the Holy Scriptures, which 
is still in use among all those Sclavonian tribes who remain 
attached to the Greek Church. Inestimable indeed was the benefit 
conferred on this part of Christendom, by giving the word of Gop 
to the people in their own language, while in the Roman Church, 
the popes, by degrees, altogether prohibited the reading of the 
Bible, insomuch, that at last the priests themselves were kept in 
ignorance of its doctrines. 

Some years after, the light of the Gospel was communicated 
from Moravia to the neighboring Bohemians, who had hitherto 
been in Heathen darkness. Their duke Borziwog paid a visit to 
King Suatopluk, where he heard Curist preached. The Lorp 
opened his heart to listen to the truth; he attended the worship 
in the Christian Church, and it made so salutary an impression on 
his mind, that, having received further instruction, he was ba 
tized ; several persons in his retinue following his example. He 
now returned to Bohemia with joy, related to his wife Ludomilla 
what he had seen and heard in Moravia, and what Gop had done 
for his soul; and the duchess, convinced by the testimony of her 
husband, and by the instructions of the pious Bishop Methodius, 
whe had accompanied the duke to Bohemia, embraced the Chris- 
tian religion, and was baptized Not long after, many of the 
inhabitants of that country adopted Christianity, and cast away 
the idel Korema, which had hitherto been the object of their wor- 
nlp Horziwog being ectively employed in building churches 
am establishing achoulein various plac on, the (iospel spread nearly 
throughout the whole of Bohemia 

But notwithetending the sealous endeavors of the two Greek 
Bishaps, Cyrillue and Methodius, to convert the Bohemians w 


Canter, « considerable number uf persuns, especially among the 
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At Gnadenthal, an infant-school had been opened with upwards 
of 80 children. Several young Hottentots, instructed by Brother 
Halibeck, were to act as assistants. After a damp season, more 
favorable to vegetation than to he alth, a cre adful hail-storm 
ravaged the fields in October ; but the gardens and vineyards were 
spared. The Missionaries, who had been ailing, were mostly 
recovered 

At Enon, no rain had fallen for 11 months, and many of our Hot 
tentota had to seek their subsistence eleewhere until more re 
cently, the refreshing showers that fell, once more invited agricul 
tural labors. ‘The memorial day of the married people had been a 
season of special blessings At Elim, 4 persons were ba ptized at 
Easter, 1830. The echool was attended by 37 children. The 
number of lepers at Hemel-en-Aarde amounted to 100. Recently 
11 were baptized. At Shiloh, the new station on the Klipplaat 
river, the preaching of the cross approved itself as the power of 
God. Among 9 candidates for baptiem was a brother of the Tam- 
bookie chief Bauana; and among the new people, 2 Amakoobies, 
who had been driven from the interior towards the Colony, by an 
incursion of the Fetkannas 

About the latter end of Se ptember the chief Bauana was mur- 
dered, probably by a party from the horde of Chelalis At this 
time a number of Tambookies removed to Shiloh, which now 
contains 192 inhabitants. When Mapas, the son of Bauana, seemed 
disposed to order these people away, they declared, to a man, they 
would rather die than give up the Gospel. Fields and gardens 
were flourishing, under a successful «vstem of irrigation. 

3. Greentann.—The Missionaries at the two Southern stations 
had been well in general. The past season whs a distinguished 
time at Lichtenau, both as it respects the meetings of the flock, and 
the individual walk and conversation of old and young. The num- 


ber of communicants was WS0,—total 672 belonging to that station, 
inclusive of 18S unbaptized persons. The late sickly season had 


carried off 35 Greenlanders. A new edition of the Greenland Har- 
mony of the four Gospels gave great satisfaction. 

At Fredericksthal, the building of the new church could not be 
completed for want of materials, which was the more to be regret- 
ted, as the rain penetrated the roof of the temporary place of wor- 
ship. The number of Greenlanders on that station was 350, in- 
cluding 70 who were yet unbaptized. Thirty-one Heathen had 
moved thither in the fall; and frequent instances of the power of 
divine grace in the conversion of these savages, encouraged the 
Missionaries to persevere 

4. Danisu West Inpia Istanps.—The extensive Missionary 
work in these three Islands continues to prosper. The attendance 
of the negroes, during the Passion-week and Easter (1830) was 
peculiarly encouraging. Heavy rains proved destructive to the 
crops, and injurious to health. The building of the new Mission- 
house at Friedenthal, St. Croix, the corner-stone of which had 
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been laid on the 20th of July, was progressing. tn the night of 
August 12th to 13th, they were visited by a hurricane, whieh 
spared the buildings, but damaged the fields and gardens 

The first prayer-day this year, at Niesky, St. Thomas, wae « 
distinguished season. ‘The church was filled to an unusual degree 
and the Missionaries felt greatly encouraged 

[A recent letter stat *, that a young Missionary couple, Heother 
and Sister Duslberg, with their infant, departed this life within two 
months of each other ; and several Missionaries had been il of 


fevers.— Ed. Miss Intelligencer } 


From the Monthly Reports for January, February, March, and 
iprid, 131 

5. New-Fatariecp, U. ©.—Our last letters from that station 
are dated Jan. 22d, S31, when the Missionaries enjoyed good 
health. The celebration of Christmas had been attended by seve- 
ral Heathen Indians. Some of our children for the first time re- 
cited English verses; and the singing of hymns and musical pieces, 
accompanied by a piano forte, was very animating. On that 
solemn festival of the Church. an Indian called Tulpe (the Tortoise) 
was baptized, and named Zacharias ; and on Epiphany, a young 
female, Noah's wife, became a partake r of the same ordinance, 
being named Anna Paulina. Several persons who had been ex- 
cluded, were again received. The good attendance of the Indians 
on these festa] occasions was encouraging. A new bell (purchased 
at New-York) for the first time on New-year's eve called the con- 
gregation together. Previous to Epiphany, the Missionaries con- 
versed with the adult residents individually, and admonished them 
to be faithful in improving their privileges. The Lord’s Supper 
was then administered, to which oneeperson was readmitted, and 
two became candidates. 

The schools of the Indian children, throughout the fall and win- 
ter, were regularly taught by the Brethren Haman and Miksch, 
and cheerfully attended by the majority of the scholars. Agreea- 
bly to the wishes of their parents, the +y now learn to read English, 
for which purpose the Sunday School Primers, brought from New- 
York by Brother Miksch, prove very serviceable. An increasing 
taste for learning is obvious, and the progress of the pupils more 
perceptible. The Indian men were busy, while the weather was 
favorable, in preparing the timbers for a new Mission-house,—a 
task in which they engaged with great alacrity ; and the snow, 
which fell in January, bid fair to aid them in conveying the mate- 
rials to the spot. 

At the close of the year 1830, the inhabitants of New-Fairfield 
amounted to 218, viz: 


Communicants, - - ° . “ 38 
Other baptized adults, - - : . 73 
Baptized children, - : “ . " 68 
Unbaptized adults and children, - - 39 


Vor. IV.—12 218 
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In the course of that year, there have been baptized 6 adults and 
5 children; received 3, and readmitted 4; admitted to the Lord's 
table 3; departed this life, 6 adults and 7 children. 


OBITUARY NOTICES. 


1. Brother John Johansen, recently called from St. Kitts to 
superintend our Mission in Antigua, departed this life at St. Johns, 
April 16th, 1830, aged 56 years, On Good Friday, April 9th, he 
had paid his first visit to Mountjoy, and there addressed a nv- 
merous and attentive auditory. The day following, he was taken 
sick, and though tenderly sympathizing with his dear wife, who 
had been ill for several months past, he expressed himself per- 
fectly resigned as to the result, whether it be for life or death. 
The numerous attendance which distinguished his fuveral, and 
the many tears shed on the occasion, testified the love and esteem 
entertained for this humble and affectionate Missionary. His long 
labors in St. Kitts will be remembered with gratitude, and the loss 
of his services in Antigua is painfully felt. 

2. Brother Samuel T. Benade, a venerable Bishop of the United 
Brethren’s Church, departed this life at Gracehill, Ireland, Dec. 
30th, 1830, in the 85th year of his age. 





BOARDING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG GENTLEMEN AT NAZARETH HALL, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


The annual examination of the pupils in this Institution, which 
was established by the United Brethren’s Church nearly 560 years 
ago, took place on the 17th of June, in presence of the Trustees 
of the School, the parents of the scholars, and other friends and 
patrons. The number of boarders was between 50 and 60, and 
the day scholars about 30. The proficiency of the pupils was 
such as to do credit to their teachers and themselves. e take 
the liberty of recommending this Institution to the patronage of 
the Christian public. 

At the same place is also located a Theological Seminary of 
the United Brethren, in which 12 young men are at present pur- 
suing their studies. May the blessing of the Lorp rest upon this 
nursery of the Church ! 





THE DAILY WORDS AND DOCTRINAL TEXTS OF THE BRETHREN's 
CONGREGATIONS—I18931. 


The commencement of a second century in the annual publica- 
tion of this selection of Seripture Texts for each day in the year, 
calls for an expression of gratitude to Gop our Saviour for the 
benefits which have resulted from this publication, which appears 
annually in three European languages ; and for the divine blessing 
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which continues to rest on its daily perusal, both by the members 
of the Brethren’s Church, and by a numerous circle of their Chris- 
tian friends of other communities. The idea originated in the mind 
of the late Count Zinzendorf, who will be held in grateful remem- 
brance, while the renewed Unity of the Brethren exists. Soon 
after the spiritual revival of the Moravian Emigrants, whom he 
had received on his estate at Berthelsdorf in Upper Lusatia, a 
district of Saxony ; and while Herrnhut, [as the first seulementof 
these descendants of the ancient Bohemian and Moravian Brethren 
was called,] became an asylum of an increasing number of persons 
from various places, seeking, together with the salvation of their 
souls, the means of daily edification in Christian fellowship, Count 
Zinzendorf, among other methods for promoting and keeping alive 
the spirit of devotedness to Gop, adopted, as early as May 3d, 
1728, the custom of giving to the Congregation at Herrnhut, a 
daily watch-word, as, in allusion to a military practice, it was 
called. “One of the Elders, in the sequel, visited each family 
every morning. Before he took his round, he went to the Minis- 
ter, who, from a selection of texts written on slips of paper, gave 
him one, designed to supply the congregation with a subject of 
meditation for the day. The visiter, when he entered the house, 
read this text to the inmates, addressing a suitable exhortation. 
in 1731, a beginning was inade to print this collection, and in 1740 
it was enlarged by the addition of a second text for each day. 
Since then, this practice has been regularly continued. The selec- 
tion is made by the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, in a full 
meeting of the Board, and sufficiently early in the preceding year 
to be forwarded in time io their several congregations and Mis- 
sionary stations. It consists of two parts, the former containing 
texts from the Old Testament, and the latter from the New, with 
the addition of a few lines from a hymn, by way of antiphone, and 
personal application. The former texts, called the Daily Words, 
are drawn from a very numerous collection, while the latter are 
chosen from the books of the New Testament, and are designedly 
adapted to days and subjects of commemoration in the Christian 
Church in general, or in the Brethren’s Unity in particular. As 
the texts are varied every year, almost every passage of Holy 
Writ, profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, is, in course of time, introduced ; 
while those texts which teach the essential doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith, occur more frequently. 

“In the estimation of the Brethren, the value of this collection 
has been confirmed by the experience of a century. Not to men- 
tion the benefit derived from it by individuals in their private devo- 
tions, it has served to cherish a communion of feeling and spiritual 
enjoyment in the-Church, however widely its members are sepa- 
rated from each other. Often, also, have the texts for a particular 
day or week, been strikingly adapted to minister comfort or en- 
couragement to congregations and individuals, on occasions of 
peculiar trial ; so much so, that if these trying occurrences could 
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have been previously known, it would have been almost impossible 
to have selected a passage from the Bible, either of warning, or 
admonition, or promise, more suited to the circumstances of the 
afflicted congregation or individual.” See Holmes’ History of 
the Protestant Church of the United Brethren, Vol. I. page 206. 
May this manual of daily devotion continue, and, by the blessing 
of Gop, in an increasing measure become a bond of brotherly union 
to many ; may those who open it in the morning of each day, 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, have hope ; may 
they, instead of confining their attention to the isolated passages 
in this book, be moved diligently to search the sacred volume in 
all its parts, under the guidance of that Spirit by whose inspiration 
holy men of Gop spake and wrote ; and may a united sacrifice of 
prayer and praise be thus made to ascend to Gop from many hearts ! 





|Prom Bishop Risler’s “ Select Narratives, &c."") 


NARRATIVE OF EVENTS IN BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA, PRIOR TO 
THE ORIGIN OF THE UNITED BRETHREN'S CHURCH IN THOSE 
COUNTRIES 


For about three hundred and seventy years, a Society has been 
known in Christendom, calling itself “ The Unitas Fratrum,” the 
Unity of the Brethren, or the United Brethren. 

This appellation, in its true sense, properly belongs to the whole 
Church of Jescs Curist on earth, being the general assembly of 
those, who, with full purpose of heart, believe in him. Taken 
collectively, they have from the beginning formed the Unity of 
the Brethren. Our Loxp Jesus Curist, who purchased his Church 
unto himself by his own blood, and is her only founder, gave her 
that name, when he said, ** One is your Master, even Curtst, and 
all ye are brethren.” (Matt. xxiii. 8.) That prayer, in which, 
shortly before he resigned himself unto death for us, he delivered, 
as it were, his last will and testament to his heavenly Father, 
expressly declares it to be his will, that his disciples, and all those 
who might believe on him through their word, “should be one, 
even as he and the Father were one.” (John xvii. &c.) He died 
for this purpose also, * that he should gather together in one the 
children of Gop, that were scattered abroad.” (John xi. 52.) The 
members of the first Christian congregations called each other 
Brethren and Sisters. The visible Church was therefore, even 
in the days of the apostles, a Unity of the Brethren, and con- 
tinued to be such as long as Christians in general were liable to 
be persecuted by magistrates, spoiled of their possessions, tor- 
tured, and put to death for Curist’s sake; for in those days few 
were willing to confess the name of Jesus and his doctrine, who 
did not believe in him from the heart, and were not ready, from 
love to him and his people, to make a sacrifice of all earthly ob- 
jects, and even of life itself. Thus the assembly of the first 
Christians, in the true sense of the phrase, and as to their real 
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character, constituted a Unity of the Brethren, though not known 
by that name. 

’ During the reign of Constantine, who ruled sole monarch over 
the immense extent of the Roman empire, in Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, and who in some degree had been convinced of the truth 
of the Gospel, the persecutions against the Christians ceased 
almost every where. By degrees, whole nations adopted the doc- 
trines of Curist, though with many, if not with most, their con- 
version consisted merely in outward profession, without any cor- 
responding reform of heart and conduct. 

On this change of outward circumstances, the number of faithful 
Bishops and Elders of the Church, who in their own souls had 
experienced the Gospel to be * the power of Gop unto salvation,” 
and who loved the Lorn Jesus in sincerity, began to decrease, 
and others arose, who, chiefly intent upon acquiring honor and 
influence, riches and power, mixed Heathen philosophy with the 
pure doctrines of the Gospel, and introduced a variety of useless 
and superstitious ceremonies into the service of the Church ; in 
consequence of which, ignorance and depravity of morals soon 
became genera! among the people at large, especially in the 
Western provinces. 

Yet in the midst of this corrupted mass, our Saviour preserved 
his own peculiar Church ; that Church, against which, as he him- 
self declared, ** the gates of hell should not prevail.” Its mem- 
bers continued steadfast in the doctrines of Curist and his apos- 
tles, and endeavored to follow them in their lives ; many of them 
living in obscurity, among the fast degenerating multitude of 
nominal Christians. Some, in order to promote the salvation of 
their souls, withdrew into the wilderness, and led solitary lives, at 
a distance from human society. Others again seceded from the 
national Church, and formed, in various places, separate congre- 
gations; among whom they strove to maintain the doctrines and 
constitution of the primitive apostolic Churches. These, however, 
were persecuted by the domineering bishops and their adherents, 
and compelled to fly into foreign countries, because they would not 
acquiesce in the introduction of increasing errors and abuses, but 
bore their testimony against them, according to the Scriptures. 
This was particularly the case in the Western provinces of the 
Roman empire, where the influence and power of the Bishop or 
Pope of Rome rose to such a height, that at last he exalted him- 
self to be the head over all Christendom, and over all other bishops 
and ministers of the Church. 

The Patriarch of Constantinople, and the bishops in the Eastern 
provinces, refusing to acknowledge the sovereignty of the Roman 
Pontiff, and to adopt his unscriptural doctrines and other innova- 
tions, their resistance occasioned, in the ninth century, a total 
separation between the Oriental Greek and the Western Latin 
Churches, which continues to this day. 

To the Greek Church adhered the Sclavonian nations, including 
the Moravians and Bohemians, among whom the Church of the 
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United Brethren was first formed. We shall therefore present our 
readers with an account of the manner in which the Sclavonian 
nations became proselytes to the Christian religion. 

Already in the days of the apostles, the Gospel of Jesus Cuaist 
was preached in Lilyricum and Dalmatia. St. Paul informs us, 
(Romans xv. 19,) * that from Jerusalem, and round about unto 
illyricum, he had fully preached the Gospel of Cnaist.” And 
in his Second Epistle to Timothy, ch. iv. ver. 10, * that Titus had 
departed unto Dalmatia,” without doubt to convert the Heathen 
inhabitants to the faith of Curist, or to promote the knowledge 
of the truth among such as had already received the Gospel. In 
the history of the second and third centuries we read of bishops 
and martyrs from those countries. 

It was not the aim of the apostles and their successors, that 
whole nations, without true conversion, should adopt the Christian 
religion as the established religion of the country, and that all, 
even the unconverted, should accede to the Christian system. 
The believers in Iilyricum therefore lived dispersed among their 
Pagan neighbors, in larger or smaller societies. 

In the third century, Ilyricum was subdued by the Goths, and 
afterwards by the Sclavi or Sclavonian tribes, and by them wrested 
from the Greek empire. Its new masters, finding already Chris- 
tian congregations in the country, by degrees were induced to 
receive the Gospel. In the year 680, Illyrian bishops were ex- 
pected at the sixth council held at Constantinople, but they 
refused to attend, being unwilling to countenance the worship of 
saints, to whose images even then was paid a reverence approach- 
ing to adoration. 

it was not, however, before the ninth century, that the whole of the 
Sclavonian nation adopted the Christian religion ; and it pleased 
Gop that a woman of the highest rank should be the instrument. 
The Bulgarians were one of the most powerful of the Sclavonian 
tribes, and being the nearest neighbors to the Greek empire, they 
continually harassed the latter by their incursions. It happened 
that in one of these wars, the sister of Bogaris, king of the Bul- 
garians, was taken captive by the imperial troops, and carried to 
Constantinople. This event, which at first appeared most calami- 
tous, proved both to her and to her whole nation, the occasion of 
their rejecting Paganism, and embracing Christianity. Being a 
royal captive, she was instructed in the Christian doctrines, of the 
truth of which she became so deeply convinced, that she requested 
to be baptized ; and when in 845 the Greek emperor Michael HL 
made peace with the Bulgarians, she returned to her brother Bo- 
garis, 2 pious and zealous Christian ; and endeavored to convert 
him also to the faith of Curisr. In this view, she wrote to Con- 
stantinople, and begged that Christian teachers might be sent to 
instruct ber and her brother: in consequence of which two pious 
and learned bishops of the Greek Church, Cyrillus and Methodius, 
were deputed for the purpose. Bogaris, who had till then resisted 
conviction, conceived a particular affection for Methodius, who, 
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being a celebrated painter, was desired by him to paint @ picture 
exhibiting a number of horrible devices. Methodius took advan- 
tage of this singular request to promote the king’s conversion. 
He presented him with a picture of the end of the world, and of 
the last judgment, which he had painted in a manner so much 
caleulated to excite horror, and explained so emphatically, that 
Bogaris was awakened, believed on Jesus Curist both as the judge 
and redeemer of the world, and was baptized by the name of 
Michael, in honor of his benefactor, the Greek emperor, His 
subjects, some from choice, and some from constraint, followed the 
example of their sovereign, and adopted the religion and ceremo- 
nies of the Greek Church. 

In the year 860, two Greek bishops prevailed likewise on Sua- 
topluk, King of Moravia, to embrace the Christian religion ; and 
their preaching was attended with such success, that in a short 
time Christian congregations were established in that country, and 
many churches built. Methodius was appointed first Bishop of 
Wehlebrad, the capital of Moravia, now called Olmutz. He 
regulated the Church service according to the Greek ritual, and 
performed it in the Sclavonian, being the native language. To 
Cyrillus is attributed that translation of the Holy Scriptures, which 
is still in use among all those Sclavonian tribes who remain 
attached tothe Greek Church. Inestimable indeed was the benefit 
conferred on this part of Christendom, by giving the word of Gop 
to the people in their own language, while in the Roman Church, 
the popes, by degrees, altogether prohibited the reading of the 
Bible, insomuch, that at last the priests themselves were kept in 
ignorance of its doctrines. 

Some years after, the light of the Gospel was communicated 
from Muravia to the neighboring Bohemians, who had hitherto 
been in Heathen darkness. Their duke Borziwog paid a visit to 
King Suatopluk, where he heard Curist preached. The Lorp 
opened his heart to listen to the truth; he attended the worship 
in the Christian Church, and it made so salutary ap impression on 
his mind, that, having received further instruction, he was bap- 
tized ; several persons in his retinue following his example. He 
now returned to Bohemia with joy, related to his wife Ladomilla 
what he had seen and heard in Moravia, and what Gop had done 
for his soul ; and the duchess, convinced by the testimony of her 
husband, and by the instructions of the pious Bishop Methodius, 
who had accompanied the duke to Bohemia, embraced the Chris- 
tian religion, and was baptized. Not long after, many of the 
inhabitants of that country adopted Christianity, and cast away 
the idol Korsma, which had hitherto been the object of their wor- 
ship. Borziwog being actively employed in building churches 
andestablishing schools in various places, the Gospel spread nearly 
throughout the whole of Bohemia. 

But notwithstanding the zealous endeavors of the two Greek 
Bishops, Cyrillus and Methodius, to convert the Bohemians to 
Curist, a considerable number of persons, especially among the 
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nobles, remained firmly attached to Pagan idolatry. These com- 
menced a persecution against the Christians, expelled Borziwog, 
and chose for their prince Stoymirus, a man who had been thirteen 
years an exile, believing him to be a Heathen ; but on discoverin 
that he had in the mean time embraced Christianity, they dopient 
him, and recalled Borziwog, who died soon after his return. His 
Christian widow, Ludomilla, was regent during the minority of her 

oungest son Wratislaus, who married a noble lady, named Dra- 
erg The young duchess, with a view to insinuate herself into 
the good opinion of her husband and mother-in-law, feigned « 
wish to embrace their religion, and professed great attachment to 
its professors ; but being in heart a confirmed Pagan, she con- 
cealed her bitter hatred against Christianity only during her hus- 
band’s life. At his death he left two young children, the oldest of 
whom, Wenceslaus, was taken by his grandmother, the pious Lu- 
domilla, and educated in Christian principles ; Drahomira took 
charge of the youngest, Boleslas, and did not fail to implant her 
hatred to Christianity into his tender mind. Having by force 
obtained the government, as guardian of her children, she soon 
gave full vent to her hostile dispositions. By her orders, the 
churches were shut up, and all the religious rites of Christianity 
prohibited. She even forbade the clergy to instruct the people, 
or to continue the public schools ; and those who refused obe- 
\dience, were imprisoned, banished, and even put to death. All 
Christians invested with any office were deposed, and idolaters put 
in their places, by whose arts the Christians were both publicly 
and privately injured, abused, and led to execution. At length, 
Wenceslaus, who had been educated as a Christian, and was now 
of age, was persuaded by his pious grandmother and the principal 
Christian nobles, to take the reins of government into his own 
hands. He began, by appointing a place at a distance from the 
metropolis, where his mother and younger brother should reside. 
Drahomira, transported with rage, resolved to rid herself of her 
mother-in-law, Ludomilla, whose influence over Wenceslaus was 
great. She found two Pagan assassins ready to execute her pur- 

ose, who, stealing unperceived into Ludomilla’s oratory, fell upon 
ee as she entered it for evening prayers, threw a rope round her 
neck, and strangled her. 

Drahomira, however, failed in the aim of this horrid murder: 
for though her pious son would take no steps to revenge the bar- 
barous deed, yet it made him more intent upon rooting out Pa- 
ganism. His filial lenity and forbearance, however, made no 
impression upon the treacherous soul of Drahomira. She now 
endeavored, by secret calumnies and seditious intrigue, to deprive 
him of the government. When these attempts proved abortive, 
she proposed to her Heathen son, Boleslas, to effect the murder of 
his brother, as soon as a convenient opportunity should present 
itself. 

[To be continued. } 





